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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 7th January 2026, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair), Penelope Colwill, Guy Timson, Buffy Fletcher, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee, James Knight

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk               Public – 3 members present

Public Session
· The Parish Council were given some information by Andrew Buchanan, who is responsible for marquee hire bookings. The village marquees have been well-used by the village and are coming to the end of their life. The marquees, which measure 3 x 6 metres, can either be replaced altogether or, if the frames are still in good order, new canopies can be purchased.  He will give quotes to the PC for both options.  If only new canopies are needed, we could also consider purchasing additional marquees. Weights for the legs also need to be purchased to make the marquees more secure. There is £2000 allocated for marquee purchase in this year’s budget.
· A member of the public pointed out that two of the metal drain covers in Back Lane are cracked and could be potentially dangerous.  He will take photos and get the What3words location so that we can inform Highways of the issue.
· Both were thanked by the Parish Council for their input.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer

3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Maggie Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Guy Timson and Cllr Buffy Fletcher have declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
Cllr Penelope Colwill has declared an interest as an employee and shareholder of the Westbury-sub-Mendip Community Shop
5.	 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2025, were agreed as true record and signed.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
The council has been sending out cold weather procedures for vulnerable people and also information about local road closures to help communities. The budget on the 18th December was disappointing in terms of the settlement from Central Government as there are no more rural grants available.  The funding is mainly going to the North of the country and the Midlands and spending on urban areas, so Somerset Council has had to reduce funding for services other than social care. However there will be two new houses in Somerset for children in care and we have retained the new foster families which is good news. Two schools in the county are having to be rebuilt though, which will put pressure on the surrounding areas.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
The Highways group was well attended and a lot of road improvements in the area were highlighted but no-one from Highways Department attended. The Active Travel group have reported new paths installed in urban areas, such as Burnham, Chard and Bridgwater but not in rural areas as they don’t meet the criteria for Active Travel England funding.  The Strawberry Line path in Westbury now has a nature reserve attached to it and the Tree Group have done a large amount of tree planting in that area.
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
Some quotes have been received from Tickteam regarding making forms editable on the website and upgrades to the software, which were put before the Parish Council.
There are discussions going on around the issue of our website provider and there will be further updates in due course, a sub committee was set up to consider the options.
A survey monkey survey could be set up to ask the village groups their opinion.
The restrictions of the new Assertion 10 legislation means that the Parish Council may need to have a separate website from the wider village one. The Clerk mentioned a training course for those councillors who would like to know more about Assertion 10 and this training is on the 12th February.
Action: Sub committee to meet regarding website options
9.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/2281/HSE – The Chalet, Stancombe Lane
Erection of side extension and an oak framed covered porch
The council recommended APPROVAL noting the use of natural materials, appropriate size and design and noting the lack of roof lights in accordance with the village Dark Skies policy.
10.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	 Enforcement enquiries
· External lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building, Top Road.  
The position and sensitivity of the light has been changed by the owner but it is still an ongoing issue. 
· Quarry Blasts – Still ongoing, as the site no longer comes under the Minerals Department of the Council so it is the responsibility of the Planning Department and there is some investigation being carried out into the working conditions and limitations.
· Lynchcombe Lane – an email is being sent to the Enforcement Department asking for an update.
11. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development
The planning meeting has been delayed, no longer being considered at the January planning committee meeting, as they are looking at an objection from Natural England regarding foul sewage
..12.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
A draft version of the plan from the Neighbourhood Planning Group is available in the shop if anyone would like to see the hard copy. A number of focus groups have been held.  There will be a NPWG meeting on Sunday 11th January followed by a public meeting later in the month.
13.	Brownfield site development working group
No further updates at present, the Parish Council are waiting for the Church Commission to put the land up for sale.
14. 	Flood Mitigation – update
Cllr Fletcher checked the roads after the recent heavy rainfall.  The Stancombe Lane drains are not effective and on Back Lane and Free Hill the water is avoiding the drains and running down the road. The Somerset Rivers Authority have a small grants scheme to make improvements to prevent flooding. Cllr Fletcher will put together a summary to send to Highways and if Highways will not carry out the work but can provide a quote, we could apply for funding to get it done privately. The road also needs sweeping in autumn as the foliage is also blocking the drains.
Action:  Cllr Fletcher to put together the information for Clerk to formally write to Highways.
15. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Clerk has written to village organisations and published the advertisement in the Pew for this year’s grant applications but only one has been received so far, so the deadline was extended until the next meeting.
16. 	Village Shop
Following the presentation at the previous meeting and the financial statements circulated to councillors, there was a discussion about the fact that the village shop itself is breaking even but the Post Office is losing money.  
Following a meeting between Cllr Wyke and representatives from the Shop, the question was put to the Parish council around whether the council can provide financial support to keep the post office open. The Parish council recognised that the post office is a very important resource for the community and approved a payment of £3000 per year for the next three years, starting with this financial year. This is not in addition to the £520 Box Office payments, which is incorporated within, so it is therefore an extra £2480 in addition to the existing annual payment of £520 making £3000 in total.
The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve these payments
Action:  Clerk to write to the Shop informing them that the Parish Council will fund £3000 per annum for the financial years 2025/6, 2026/7 and 2027/8 and will then be reviewed after the appointment of a new council in Summer 2027.
17. 	Dog Bins and issue of dog fouling on pedestrian areas
St Cuthbert Out Parish have now installed the new bin at the Easton end of the Strawberry Line but it does not seem to have had much effect on the Station Road bin, which is always full.  We could get a larger dog bin and possibly relocate the existing bin
Action:  Clerk to look at quotes for a larger dog bin on Station Road
18. 	Bollards by the Cross and Repair to the Cross itself
Clerk has emailed South West Heritage to ask if we can replace like with like regarding the bollards and also around who we can use/who is responsible for repairing the Cross itself. There has been no response as yet.
Action: Clerk to send a chaser and copy in Cllr Wyke
19.     Parish Noticeboards
The Clerk has sourced some examples and sent them to councillors for consideration. Cllr Euripodou will also look at possible locations for a new public noticeboard in the Stoneleigh area. It was noted that an upwards hinge might be better as the current side opening one gets caught by the wind. Also Perspex would be safer than glass and wood is more in keeping than aluminium. Cllr Knight offered to help maintain it. Cllr Euripodou will look at possible locations for one at Stoneleigh
Action: Clerk to get more exact quotes following discussion at the meeting. 
20.	Replacement and hiring out of Village Marquees
	Discussed under public session
21.	Donation of Land to the Village
No updates. Cllr Wyke to chase it up.  In addition, another piece of land has been bequeathed and will be on next month’s agenda
22.	Drappell Lane Damage and Drappell Lane Fencing
Clerk received a letter from the owner offering to repair the damage caused to the lane and saying that the fencing is temporary. 
Action: Clerk to write back thanking him and asking for clarification about the timescale of the fencing
Action:  Cllr Fletcher to articulate the nature of the damage and concerns.
Action:  Clerk to consult a landscaping firm to ask if they would be able to quote for restoring the damage to the lane.
23.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
24.	Highways.  
	It was reported that the state of Mares Lane is awful in terms of potholes.
Action:  Cllr Fletcher to send details of the damage so that Clerk can send to Highways Dept.
25.  	Clerk’s Report  
	Defibrillator training to be organised for a Saturday in April date tbc
26. 	Approval of 2026/6 budget	
The council RESOLVED to approve the budget subject to a couple of amendments to points on the budget document which were highlighted as unclear and will be amended and circulated at the next meeting for councillors.
The amount proposed for the Precept was £32,765 which is the same as the previous year.
This was approved by the Parish Council 
27.	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 29/12/2025
Current Account £6,699.19
Reserve Account £51,570.02
b. Expenditure

Clerk Salary November						£368.00
Back pay from 1st April to 30th November				£96.60

PAYE November							£30.80
SALC Chairpersonship course Cllr Colwill			£30
Service Charge December					           £4.25
	Clerk Salary December						£388.76
	St Andrews Press							£96
	HMRC Employers National Insurance				£8.88
	Committed expenditure 
PAYE December							£2.80
c. Receipts                   Bank Interest:       December £24.57
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
28.	Correspondence – None received
29.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
The Playing Field are planning a big event on the usual Glastonbury weekend because there is no festival in 2026 as it is a fallow year.  They suffered some storm damage and shortening the fence along Roughmoor Lane has helped.  The Westbury Society reported very successful winter talks and have several more coming up in January, February and March. The Archaeology group have their AGM on Wednesday 14th. The Tree Group have had a very successful year and their trees very much in demand.
30.	DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES To delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to decide any urgent matters arising before the next meeting.
 31.	Matters to report / items for next agenda – bequest of land to the village
	Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
          Thursday 5th February, Wednesday 4th March
Meeting closed at  9.45pm
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