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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 3rd December 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair), Penelope Colwill, Guy Timson, Buffy Fletcher, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 11 members present.

Public Session
· A member of the public pointed out that the sign on Station Road is very urgent as it is damaged and could fall onto the highway.
· The issue of road noise was raised and it was noted that the request for 20mph speed limit is tied in with the Roughmoor Lane planning application and should help the road noise if and when it is implemented. The planning application will go to committee in January, so we may find out more then.
· A representative spoke on Planning Application 2025/2081/VRC in agenda item 10 and was thanked by the Parish Council for their detailed explanation.
· The state of the road outside the shop was pointed out, particularly regarding dangerous potholes.  Complaints have been made to the council with no success other than filling in different potholes elsewhere in the village.
· The issue of dogs fouling on the pavement was also raised as a concern
· The issue of parking spaces with the Roughmoor Lane was raised as a concern and this will be shared with the Neighbourhood Planning Group.

Action: Clerk to email Mike O’Dowd Jones regarding a formal complaint to Highways about the dangerous pot holes on the A371

Action: How we can target Dog owners regarding dog fouling to be discussed more fully at next meeting.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer

3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Maggie Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Guy Timson and Cllr Buffy Fletcher have declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
Cllr Penelope Colwill has declared an interest as an employee and shareholder of the Westbury-sub-Mendip Community Shop
5.	 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th November 2025, were agreed as true record and signed.
6.	Co-option of New Parish Councillor
	Two applications were received prior to the meeting and the co-option process was carried out in accordance with the Parish Councillor’s Co-option Policy.  In alphabetical order, each candidate spoke for a maximum of three minutes while the other left the room. Each candidate was proposed and seconded and a vote was then taken by councillors and the vote was carried by 4 votes to 2.  The successful candidate, James Knight, was proposed by Cllr Epidorou and Seconded by Cllr Colwill and took office immediately, following the signing of a declaration of acceptance.  The other candidate Jon Birch, who was proposed by Cllr Timson and seconded by Cllr Wyke, was thanked by the Parish Council for his application.
7.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
	Movement towards the budget for next year.  Following the national government budget in November, local government will not find out their budget until the 17th December. The Rurality grant is being removed and there are rumours of more money going to Northern Councils and London. The SEND deficit is almost £1 million in Somerset. The number of children coming into care is also increasing, as are number of children excluded from schools but there has been an increase in families who are fostering children. There is an increased number of people who are rough sleeping and money is being invested here. Regarding Highways, money is being spent on white lining and the repair of potholes. More social housing is also being built in Street, Shepton and Frome.  The Planning Department is struggling due to lack of officers but delays are reducing generally with planning, although the rate of building is very slow.
8.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Somerset Rivers Authority have a meeting on Friday 5th December and some small grants are available if required to help with flooding issues. The next Highways meeting is the 9th December. The next full LCN meeting is on the 13th January, please contact the Clerk if you would like further details.
9. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	A request was received from the Friendly Society to find a way to make printable forms editable so that they can be filled in online instead. 
There are discussions going on around the issue of our website provider and there will be further updates in due course.
The Parish Council is also looking at the use of Social Media and Cllr Colwill has taken a course run by SALC. The need to diversify our means of communication with the village was recognised and a social media policy is needed.
Action: Clerk to set up a meeting for discussion regarding the website asap. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/1609/HSE – Hocoburch House The Hollow
The Parish Council RESOLVED to OBJECT on the grounds that the 2 metre high gates and new fence which would also increase the height of the wall, would change the character and outlook in that part of the village and have an impact on the conservation area and nearby residents. There was no objection to the increase in the width of the driveway and replacement of the patio doors. Three councillors voted in favour of Objection, one supported and three abstained from voting.
· 2025/2081/VRC – Burden of Dreams, Top Road
The Parish Council RESOLVED to APPROVE the Variation of conditions.
· 2025/1938/PAA – Notification only – Barns at Lodge Hill Farm
This application was withdrawn prior to the meeting so no further action.
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	 Enforcement enquiries
· External lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
The owner had put the lights on a motion sensor with a very sensitive camera and every time a car drove past it triggers the light.  The direction of the light has been changed but the owner will try to get the sensitivity changed 
· Quarry Blasts – The quarry are aware that the noise is an issue and this is ongoing.  The blasts have been unacceptably loud recently but the issue is complicated by the fact that it overlaps between the Planning Department, Environmental Health and Minerals and Mining/Quarry Enforcement officers who have all got together to tackle the issue. 
· Lynchcombe Lane – No updates
Action:  Clerk to email Enforcement regarding the Lynchcombe Lane issue
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development
	The village meeting on the 16th November was well attended to discuss the Parish Council’s response. The planning application will be discussed at the January planning meeting.  There are new documents going on the portal all the time, residents are requested to please take the time to read them. A number of people have come forward to speak at the planning meeting on 6th January in Shepton Mallett.
Action:  Councillors to put this date on the village noticeboard to alert residents of the date of the meeting if they would like to attend.	.
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	A draft version of the plan from the Neighbourhood Planning Group is available in the shop if anyone would like to see the hard copy. A number of focus groups are being set up.  There will be a NPG plan meeting in early January followed by a public meeting, possibly on the 19th January tbc. Flyers have also gone round the village.  If you would like to join a focus group please contact Cllr Colwill.
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present, the Parish Council are waiting for the Church Commission to put the land up for sale.
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	Cllr Fletcher checked the roads after the recent heavy rainfall.  The recently cleared drains on Back Lane are working well but there are still problems lower down the lane where the water is bypassing the drains
Action:  Councillors to identify areas where improvements could be made and we can apply for a funding grant to pay for the work
16. 	Community Grant Applications 
	The Clerk has written to village organisations and published the advertisement in the Pew for this year’s grant applications but only one has been received so far, so the deadline was extended until the 7th  January meeting.
17. 	Village Shop
	Following the presentation at the previous meeting and the financial statements circulated to councillors, there was a discussion about the fact that the village shop itself is breaking even but the Post Office is losing money.  The question was raised around whether the council can provide financial support to keep the post office open. The Parish council recognised that the post office is a very important resource for the community and were generally in favour of the idea in principle but the nature of the support would have to be discussed in detail with the shop, as this is public money. Also, with an election in 2027 are we talking about a short term grant or a long term commitment, which has implications for the future of the parish council, as the next election could result in a change of members.
Action:  Cllr Wyke to meet with the Shop Manager/Treasurer to discuss a proposal to put to the Parish Council
18. 	Dog Bins
	St Cuthbert Out Parish have now installed the new bin at the Easton end of the Strawberry Line so we will monitor whether it has an effect and report at the next meeting. However, the dog bins in the village were not emptied last week and this has been reported. The issue of dog mess in the village was also discussed and it was raised that a dog bin in the centre of the village would be useful but that people should think about an exact location and bring it up at the next meeting.
19. 	Bollards by the Cross and Repair to the Cross itself
	Clerk has emailed South West Heritage to ask if we can replace like with like regarding the bollards and also around who we can use/who is responsible for repairing the Cross itself. There has been no response as yet.
20.     Parish Noticeboards
	Clerk has sourced some examples and will send them to councillors for consideration.
Action: Clerk to circulate designs to councillors to get feedback on the design before we approve the quotes as there are different styles to be considered.
21. 	Replacement and hiring out of Village Marquees
	Andrew Buchanan has taken over the hiring out of the marquees, so all requests should be sent to him rather than the Clerk
Action:  Clerk to invite Andrew to next meeting to discuss the possibility of replacing one of the marquees
22.	Donation of Land to the Village
	No updates
Action:  Cllr Wyke to contact the owner for updates.
23.	Road Noise
	It was decided to wait until the Planning meeting for Roughmoor Lane in January to see whether the 20mph speed limit will be proposed before any further action is taken
24.	Drappell Lane Damage
	Clerk is going to email the owner about the concerns of residents but it was acknowledged that a lesson can be learned for future planning applications regarding access to narrow lanes for large vehicles when any building work is taking place and how damage can be rectified
Action:  Council to carefully consider access points and surrounding geography for all future planning applications in case they require large vehicles.
Action:  Clerk to consult a landscaping firm to ask if they would be able to quote for restoring the damage to the lane.
25.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
	Suggestion of installing a new public noticeboard in the Stoneleigh area. 
Action:  To be put on the agenda for the next meeting, including maintenance.
26.	Highways.  
27.  	Clerk’s Report  
	Covered in other agenda points.  Budget to be looked at in December meeting.	 
28.	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 26/11/2025
Current Account £7,703.28
Reserve Account £51,545.45
b. Expenditure
Clerk Salary October						£368.00
PAYE October							£11.60
David Mason 2nd invoice						£1500.00
Service Charge November					           £4.25
Microbitz website and email backups				£90
Aster Group Stoneleigh Hall Hire					£27.80
Playing Field Grant							£1300

c. Committed expenditure 

Clerk Salary November						£368.00
Back pay from 1st April to 30th November				£96.60

PAYE November							£30.80

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:       November £27.10

The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
29.	Correspondence – None received
30.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	The Playing Field reported that they had some new members.  They are planning a big event on the usual Glastonbury weekend because there is no festival in 2026 as it is a fallow year.  The Tree group reported that tree planting will start at the beginning of December
30.	DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES To delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to decide any urgent matters arising before the next meeting.
 31.	Matters to report / items for next agenda 
	Drappell Lane fencing, approval of 2026/7 budget, new noticeboards
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 7th January, Thursday 5th February, Wednesday 4th March
Meeting closed at  9.43pm
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