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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 5th November 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Penelope Colwill (Chair), Guy Timson, Buffy Fletcher

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 12 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
Somerset Cllr Ros Wyke, Cllr Adamos Euripodou, Cllr Maggie Beebee, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer

3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Maggie Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Guy Timson and Cllr Buffy Fletcher have declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
Cllr Penelope Colwill has declared an interest as an employee and shareholder of the Westbury-sub-Mendip Community Shop
5.	Public Session – a member of the public pointed out that the agenda for this meeting was not on the website for the required 3 working days before the meeting. It was stressed that the agenda was sent to councillors and put on the village noticeboard on the preceding Wednesday 29th October but that it had failed to upload to the website due to website issues.  The clerk pointed out that the document was showing as present on wordpress but hadn’t transferred across to be 
visible on the website and apologised that she had not noticed this. It is normally always on the website for the required period before the meeting. Cllr Timson also mentioned that the council will be making improvements to the website to make it more user friendly and accessible.
Another member of the public spoke about a warning sign on Station Road which is damaged/rotted to the point that it could blow on to the road and cause an accident. The council thanked him for bringing this issue to their attention.
Action:  Clerk to report the damaged sign to Highways, as it is on the A371
The Treasurer of Westbury Community Shop spoke on Agenda item 17, specifically the financial situation of the shop and the post office following a strategic review. The figures were circulated to councillors, showing that the shop was just about breaking even but with no allowance for capital expenditure.  The building is also financed by share-holders and by loans/bonds which have to be repaid every 5 years and the investors can choose not to re-invest.  The post office is not making money, particularly because of the wage bill, as they cannot rely on volunteers like the shop.  The five year projection forecast shows other potential expenditure which they may not be able to afford.  Options might include reducing opening hours of the post office or even closing it but this is one of the few villages in the area to have a post office and it is valued by the community, so the Parish Council have been asked to consider offering financial assistance to the shop. 
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
	Deferred to next meeting due to absence of Somerset councillors	
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	The last Active Travel meeting in Wells was very well attended.  The next meeting is on the 2nd December at 7pm.  The next Highways meeting is the 9th December. The next full LCN meeting is on the 13th January, please contact the clerk if you would like further details.
	8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	A request was received to put the 126 bus timetable on the website and this has been done. It was also suggested to find a way to make printable forms editable so that they can be filled in online instead. 
The Clerk has been working with the current registrar who need to obtain the Cyber Essentials certificate for Nominet and looking at various options for a way forward for the website with the Parish Council, especially in the light of the new Assertion 10 legislation, which will require all parish council websites need to be updated to meet new national standards. There are discussions going on around these issues and there will be further updates in due course.
The Parish council is also looking at the use of Social Media and Cllr Colwill is taking a course run by SALC in November.
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th October 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/1817/HSE at The Old Stables Duck Lane – erection of outbuilding/garage
This was recommended for APPROVAL with no objections
· 2025/1920/TCA – The Nest, Crow Lane – notification only
·  11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
· The Clerk has opened a new case with the Planning Enforcement department but no updates as yet. It was noted that the lights may have been altered to be on a motion sensor or the angle changed, to reduce light pollution but this should be confirmed.
· Quarry Blasts – The quarry are aware that the noise is an issue and this is ongoing, no updates at present.
· Lynchcombe Lane – No updates
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development
	The date for the development to come before the planning committee is the 2nd December.  There is a village meeting on the 16th November to discuss the Parish Council’s response to which all are invited.  		.
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	A draft version of the plan from the Neighbourhood Planning Group has been circulated to all of the statuary consultees for commenting on, before coming back to the council. 
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present, we are waiting for the Church Commission to put the land up for sale.
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	The drains were cleared on the main road in September.  Cllr Fletcher again urged residents affected by flooding to consult the Flood Mary website which has a huge amount of information and this was also advertised in the Pew.
16. 	Community Grant Applications 
	The Clerk has written to village organisations and published the advertisement in the Pew for this year’s grant applications, so we are awaiting those.
17. 	Village Shop
	The Council were unable to come to a decision due to councillor absences and Cllr Colwill must abstain, due to being an employee of the shop, so this discussion and decision will be deferred until the next meeting.
18. 	Dog Bins
	St Cuthbert Out Parish have not yet installed the new bin at the Easton end of the Strawberry Line but it should happen soon. The dog bins in the village were not emptied last week and this has been reported.
19. 	Election of New Parish Councillor 
	The process of co-option was outlined in full and any prospective applicants are encouraged to submit their application at least 3 days before the next meeting on the 3rd December, on which the co-option will take place.  The form to fill out is on the website.
20. 	Bollards by the Cross
	No updates 
21.     Parish Noticeboards
	No updates
22.	Replacement and hiring out of Village Marquees
	Andrew Buchanan has taken over the hiring out of the marquees, so all requests should be sent to him rather than the Clerk
23.	Donation of Land to the Village
	No updates
24.	Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) Survey
	Cllr Timson has filled this in and will send it back.
25.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
	The state of Drappell Lane is a big concern as the verges and road have been damaged by all of the large vehicles and there is also a new fence which obscures the views from the lane. It was noted that when looking at future planning applications the Parish Council need to be mindful of the size of machinery which will be used and how it will access the site, as the vehicles are too large for the size of the lanes and therefore cause significant damage to hedgerows. Repair of the damage could also be written into the conditions of an application in future.
Action:  Clerk to send an email on behalf of the Parish Council
25.	Highways.  
26.  	Clerk’s Report  
	Covered in other agenda points.  Budget to be looked at in December meeting.	 
27.	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 27/10/2025
Current Account £11,004.93
Reserve Account £51,518.35
b. Expenditure
Clerk Salary September						£368.00
PAYE September							£11.60
	Village Hall hire invoice 56031 (Sept)				£30
Service Charge October					           £4.25

c. Committed expenditure 
d. Playing Field Grant							£1300
Clerk Salary October						£368.00
PAYE October							£11.60
David Mason 2nd invoice						£1500.00

e. Receipts                   Bank Interest:       October £25.39
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
28.	Correspondence – None received
29.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	The Playing Field reported that a maple tree had blown over on the field boundary.  The Tree group reported that tree planting will start at the beginning of December and mentioned the £6000 grant, which will go towards expanding the capacity of the tree nursery and on irrigation. The Strawberry Line reported that there will be more embellishment along the line between Westbury and Easton and the Bridge  at the back of the Kings of Wessex School has formally been opened.
30.	DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES To delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to decide any urgent matters arising before the next meeting.
 31.	Matters to report / items for next agenda 
	Drappell Lane, Village Shop, Road noise, Damage to the Village Cross itself, budget preparation.
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 3rd December, Wednesday 7th January
Meeting closed at 8.50 pm
image1.png
WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP
PARISH COUNCIL




