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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 6th October 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair), Penelope Colwill, Maggie Beebee, Guy Timson, Buffy Fletcher, Adamos Euripodou

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 4 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Maggie Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Guy Timson and Cllr Buffy Fletcher have declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
Cllr Penelope Colwill has declared an interest as an employee and shareholder of the Westbury-sub-Mendip Community Shop
Cllr Fletcher declared an interest in planning application 2025/1604/FUL due to being part-owner of adjacent land.
5.	Public Session – Nigel Salmon spoke on agenda item 10 regarding the Quarry Farm planning application 2025/1604/FUL. His client Mr Dutton has had a mobile home on the land with his family for many years and they have a certificate of lawful development. The proposal to adapt an existing farm building to provide a dwelling which re-used both materials and the existing site was outlined to the council in conjunction with the plans and documents already submitted on the planning portal and the councillors were given the opportunity to pose any questions regarding the application. There was also a discussion around social media use for the parish council and the publication of agendas and minutes and it was decided to add social media/mailing lists to the agenda for next time to discuss in more detail.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
	Cllr Wyke reported that the government is proposing reform of social care funding especially regarding SEND but as yet we have not heard anything and the council continues to face challenges to stay within its budget. Lack of council housing is also a major challenge for the council.  Somerset Rivers Authority have money available for grants which concern flooding prevention. The Environment Agency have writing to landowners saying that repair of the river banks and drains on their land is no longer their responsibility but the responsibility (riparian) is with the landowner. Individual parishes are doing a lot of good work on repairing paths such as Buckland Dinham who raised £35,000 to upgrade pathways.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Cllr Wyke reported that there is a young persons’ group which it would be good for a councillor to attend in order to publicise this to families in the village. There is a new chair of the Active Travel Group who is the Mayor of Wells.
Action:  Clerk to email the date of the Young Persons meeting to Cllr Timson
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
The Friendly Society have asked if the website could offer additional facilities for their members such as online forms and/or payment, rather than having to download and email forms but the council decided that this request might have to wait due to the issues with Tickteam.  These were discussed, namely that Tickteam have been taken over by UbiqEquity Ltd and they are currently not GOV.uk approved by Nominet, as they need to provide a Cyber Essentials certificate to prove a high level of cyber security.  It was discussed whether the website should be taken down in the meantime and the council moved to take the discussion outside the meeting.
Action: Clerk to present the council with alternative Nominet approved providers and council to make a decision urgently.
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd September 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
·  2025/1604/FUL at Quarry Farm Broad Road
New farm dwelling to replace existing mobile home 
The Council RESOLVED to recommend APPROVAL on the basis that no objection was made to the location or access, as the mobile home had been lived in for a substantial period of time and there is already a barn at the proposed location.
The council recognised family circumstance as an important reason for approval.
There was no comment on the appearance or materials of the proposed building
The council requested as a condition of the application that the village's Dark Skies policy is adhered to, namely that no external lighting should be fixed to the building and no skylights to be installed in the roof unless they are appropriately blinded.
The approval was carried with 3 votes in favour, 2 abstained.
·  2025/1684/TCA at Molehill Cottage Perch Hill – Notification only. No response needed.
T1- Weeping Pear- Fell. T2-4- Glory Bower Tree- Fell/Reduce by 1m. G1- Apple- Prune. T5- Spindle Tree- Prune. G2- Plum Prune. T6- Apple- Prune & remove limb. T7- Lilac- Reduce by 1.5m
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	Clerk emailed to re-open as a new Enforcement case and has been told it needs to be reported online, which will be the next step.
· Quarry Blasts – The original papers relating to the conditions of the blasts are not easily accessible due to the mergers of local government a number of years ago and since those agreements were made, the level and frequency have increased, so we are trying to get hold of the paperwork to support the Enforcement case and will update accordingly.
· Lynchcombe Lane – An Enforcement notice was made but it has not been enforced, so this is an ongoing issue currently being pursued.
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	The plans are due to go to the planning committee at the beginning of December and there will be pre-briefing for SC councillors in November	.
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	A draft version of the plan from the Neighbourhood Planning Group has been circulated to councillors and will be sent to all other statuary consultees for commenting on, before coming back to the council for formal approval and submission.
The council issued their formal thanks to the NPWG and appreciation of the large volume of work they have put into it.
The Council RESOLVED to approve the draft version and submit it to the statutory consultees from the Clerk on the behalf of the Parish Council but they also made the request that more emphasis is made in the plan about the conservation area and that some of the graphics could perhaps be improved upon. 
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present
15. 	Dark Skies Policy
	No further updates at present
16.	Flood Mitigation – update
	A very good speaker on flooding, “Flood Mary” came to Somerset in September and it would be good if these things are published to the whole village so that people are aware of workshops on flooding they might like to attend. There are a number of houses in the village which are at risk. In Westbury the risk is predominantly from ground saturation from rainwater on the side of the Mendip Hills but elsewhere in the county, work has been done on the River Parrett and is now commencing on the River Brue.
Action:  Cllr Fletcher to find out how much it costs to get Flood Mary to come and speak in the village
Action:  Cllr Wyke to raise at county level the lack of monitoring of saturation levels in the Mendip hills which they have in other areas of the country
17. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1300.00
Note, this relates to the 2024/5 grant originally submitted in the previous financial year, which was postponed, as part of the money originally requested was raised from elsewhere and does not affect the 2025/6 grant applications, which will be looked at in the next meeting.
The council RESOLVED to approve the retrospective grant application. Cllr Timson thanked the council on behalf of the Playing Field Group.
Action:  Clerk to approach the community regarding the next round of grant applications.
18. 	Dog Bins
	It was reported that St Cuthbert Out Parish are due to install the new bin at the Easton end of the Strawberry Line soon and then we will be able to see if that reduces the pressure on our Station Road bin, so that will be monitored and reported on once it is installed.
19. 	Election of New Parish Councillor 
	Following the resignation of Sue Isherwood, the Clerk has advertised in the Pew and so far has not had any official responses.
20. 	Bollards by the Cross
	No updates at present
21.     Parish Noticeboards
	The main parish noticeboard is not in good condition and it has been decided to replace it with a new noticeboard.
Action:  Clerk to look at getting some quotes for a new noticeboard. Cllr Colwill to measure the size of the space.
22.	Replacement of Village Marquees
The Council have found someone who could repair the marquees as they need repairs to the sides and the Velcro.
Action:  Clerk to set up process for raising invoices with Andrew Buchanan for those hiring marquees for use outside the village and we need to get him an additional key to the container.
23.	Donation of Land to the Village
	This is ongoing and the council is looking for solicitors to act on behalf of the council and will update accordingly. The insurance company have confirmed that there will no change in the premiums providing that we update our risk assessment with regards to the public use of the orchard, as we already have public liability insurance.  The trees are currently very young/small in this area, so not high risk.
Action:  Cllr Fletcher to email the clerk with a statement about the condition of the trees for the risk assessment
24.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
	Concern has been raised about the condition of the road opposite the entrance to Longlands Lane.
Action:  Clerk to register the issue on MyStreet
25.	Highways.  
	It was reported that Drappel Lane is being damaged by large vehicles which are too wide for the lanes. It was decided that the Parish Council should formally write to the landowner recognising that the development on the property is coming to an end and that we have an expectation that the verges of this important village route are repaired once it has been completed.
Action: Clerk to draft a letter and share with the Chair and Vice Chair before sending
26.  	Clerk’s Report  
	The external audit is now complete and they have billed us at a cost of £252 including VAT.  There were a lot of queries but it was only asking for detailed explanations of variances, rather than picking up on any problems. 
27.	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 26/9/2025
Current Account £11,418.78
Reserve Account £51,492.96
b. Expenditure
Clerk Salary August							£368.00
PAYE August								£11.60
Clerks Expenses Jun-August inc ink cartridges			£93.65

Service Charge September					£4.25

PKF Littlejohn (External auditor)					£252.00

c. Committed expenditure 
Clerk Salary September						£368.00
PAYE September							£11.60
d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:       September £28.48
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
28.	Correspondence – None received
29.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	The Tree Group were offered a grant from the Ravines Project of over £5000 for irrigation and tree work but still waiting for the paperwork to be concluded.
The shop is short of front of house volunteers and are advertising for this.
The Playing Field had their AGM and re-elected the three officers. Some of the trees have very dry roots and could be lost if there are heavy storms.
The Footlights production was on the 11th October.  Handlebards visit TBC.
30.	DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES To delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to decide any urgent matters arising before the next meeting.
 31.	Matters to report / items for next agenda - Social media policy and use of social media or other means to circulate information
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 5th November, Wednesday 3rd December, Wednesday 7th January
Meeting closed at 9.15pm
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