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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 3 September 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair),  Penelope Colwill, Maggie Beebee, Guy Timson

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 3 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer, Cllr Buffy Fletcher, Cllr Adamos Euripodou
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Vice Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Maggie Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
Cllr Penelope Colwill has declared an interest as an employee and shareholder of the Westbury-sub-Mendip Community Shop
5.	Public Session – None
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that there had been some concern over the removal of cats’ eyes from the road in Easton but this was due to re-surfacing and they will shortly be replaced. There have been a number of road closures in the area such as the J26 feeder road being upgraded, which is now completed on budget and ahead 
of time.  There has also been a consultation regarding bringing Sunday car parking charges in line, as some towns in the county charge and some do not currently. A survey will shortly be going out regarding this. 
At the end of the first quarter, Somerset Council was already £5million over budget and the already reduced staffing is having an impact on council services. 
The Active Travel work being done in Mendip has had significant success, with 500 volunteer hours being recorded in three months and the Cheddar project is coming along very well.
The Council is lobbying with central government on their failure to address funding to deliver services to rural areas and the South West in particular, as there has been more focus on the North and Midlands recently.  
Meanwhile the Agretas site in Puriton is moving ahead at speed, which will mean around 1000 jobs associated with it.  The merger of Strode College with Taunton, Bridgwater and Cannington Colleges to make University Centre Somerset will help with the recruitment of locally trained nurses and other level 6, 7 and upwards courses. (Undergraduate courses)
Action:  Clerk to put road closures affecting the A371 or other local routes on the village website
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Cllr Wyke reported that she had attended the most recent Active Travel meeting which was well attended and productive and there has been a lot of work being done to improve pathways, pedestrian footways etc in the local area.
Action:  Clerk to contact Natalia Wills regarding chasing up the previous request for putting Cllr Colwill on the LCN list
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith reported that Wordpress had unexpectedly been updated, even though the Parish Council had not paid the extra money to Tickteam, following their quote, as we were still exploring other options. He also requested that if we are going to put road closures on the website, the preference is to use links rather than upload documents to the site. 
Action: Clerk to email Tickteam quote to Mark, as there are some confusing elements
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/1493/VRC - Lodge Hill Farm Rodmead Lane
Removal of condition 2 (Occupation of the dwelling limited to a person employed or last employed in agriculture or forestry) relating to planning permission 104878/001 dated 24/10/1985 for (Erection of farmhouse and garage)
The Council RESOLVED to pass with no objection.
·  2025/1042/HSE- at Erlong Farm Hollybrook
A single storey sun room extension (retrospective)
The Council RESOLVED to pass with no objection.
Action:  Clerk to collate comments by email regarding another application received a couple of days before the meeting which is not on the agenda for this meeting but consultee comments are due before the October meeting.  Due to the fact that extensions are not currently being granted, the Council RESOLVED to submit comments by email and to delegate the final decision/comment to the Chair and Vice Chair as per agenda item 34 of this meeting.
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	No further updates.
Action: Clerk to meet with Cllr Wyke to try to move forward with the issue along with the quarry blasts and Lynchcombe Lane enforcement issues.
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	No further updates at present	
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	A draft version of the plan is ready for editing and should be ready to come to the Parish Council in October and will then be given to the community for public consultation later in the year.  
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present
15. 	Dark Skies Policy
	Mendip Hills Dark Skies policy is going through a major management plan at present. We can apply for an Article 4 Direction, meaning that we can specify an area of the village where we do not want inappropriate lighting, both internal and external.  It was stressed that existing properties would not be affected, however but the issue keeps coming up on new planning applications. The Council RESOLVED to explore this more fully and also to consult the community.
Action:  Clerk to write to Alison Blom-Cooper, Head of Planning, asking for more information on this process.
16.	Flood Mitigation – update
	No updates at present. Next Somerset Rivers Authority meeting is Friday 12th September
17. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 			£160.00 (amended)
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Playing Field have received £500 from the Friendly Society and are in the process of submitting a renewed application for £1300 instead of £1800 to the Parish Council to formally agree at the next meeting.
18. 	Dog Bins
	It was reported that St Cuthbert Out Parish have still not installed a bin for the other end of the Strawberry Line at Easton, the issue will be reconsidered once the bin has been installed, as the Parish Council might still need to consider a larger bin.
19. 	Election of New Parish Councillor 
	Following the resignation of Sue Isherwood, the Clerk has advertised in the Pew and will also send to the school in case any parents are interested in becoming a councillor.
Action: Cllr Colwill to find out who is the current PTA Chair.  Cllr Timson to take a nice photo of the village for updating the poster.
20. 	Quarry Blasts
	These have become increasingly more frequent and louder than before and there have been a large number of complaints.  Cllr Colwill is keeping a log of the blasts as evidence. The Clerk has written to Planning Enforcement to ask about the original conditions of blasting, particularly concerning cloud ceiling levels and to make them aware of the public complaints but the officer in question has not yet responded.
21. 	Bollards by the Cross
	Both Highways and South West Heritage have said that it is not their responsibility to replace the damaged oak bollards.  The Clerk looked back at old council minutes to find out who carried out the original work but they only go back as far as 2017 and the bollards were installed prior to 2016, possibly in 2013.  When we find a contractor, there are a number of steps, such as an S171 licence for working on the highway, Scheduled Monument Consent for working within a metre of a scheduled monument and also consultation with the Planning Authority and with the local archaeology society. Clerk to make informal request to find out if we still need SMC if we are replacing like with like and not digging any new holes.
Action:  Clerk to progress this and report at the next meeting
22.     Parish Noticeboards
	The main parish noticeboard is not in good condition and on further inspection it was decided that it needs replacing rather than repairing.
Action:  Clerk to look at getting some quotes for a new metal noticeboard. Cllr Colwill to measure the size of the space.
23.	Replacement of Village Marquees
Some of the village marquees are missing sides and/or Velcro and may need replacing. The Parish Council recognised that they are a good resource for the village and are well-used. We have ringfenced £2000 for marquees in this year’s budget.  Also Andrew Buchanan has offered to take over the marquee hire administration from the clerk.  The Parish Council formally expressed their thanks to Andrew for offering to take on this task.
Action:  Clerk to set up process for raising invoices with Andrew for those hiring marquees for use outside the village.
24.	Donation of Land to the Village
	The village have been offered a donation of land by Alison Coles.  The associated costs will be the legal costs regarding the transfer, any ongoing maintenance and tree surveys and also the increase in insurance if it is to be used as a public area. 
The Council RESOLVED to formally accept the donation of land.
Action:  Clerk to contact the insurance company regarding the cost of adding it as an extra asset and other implications, as it is a publicly accessible area. Also Clerk to meet with Cllr Wyke regarding hiring a solicitor
25. 	Support for Village Shop
	We currently provide the shop with £520 per annum for Box Office support.  The shop are experiencing difficulties with sustaining the post office, however, due to rising costs and therefore the community needs to consider this issue more fully.
Action: Clerk to invite a representative from the village shop to the next meeting
26. 	Parish Preparedness Survey
Action:  Cllr Colwill to look at survey and share with other councillors for comment by the deadline of 19th September
27.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
	Comments regarding the quarry blasts have escalated because the volume and frequency has increased significantly.  There is an Enforcement action raised which we are chasing up under item 11b.
	Comments have been received about the noise of dogs barking early in the morning at the stables.  They don’t need a licence as it is not a kennel, they are a dog rescue centre, so no legislation regarding the noise levels.
	Concern has been raised about vehicles parked in the car park towards the playing field, so “patrons only” signs are being put up by the Playing Field Association.
	Concern raised about the Holm Oak growing in the Triangle by the Church. We are still trying to find out who the trees belong to.
Action: Clerk to contact Bo Walsh at the Council as it is overhanging a public bus stop and we need to find out who owns it (is It council land?) and whether Highways can intervene. The trees all have TPOs on them.
28.	Highways.  
	Cllr Colwill reported potholes outside the village shop but Highways came out and repaired some different ones to the ones reported.  She will report it again.	
29.  	Clerk’s Report  
It has proved difficult to get Cllr Colwill put on as a bank signatory as the Lloyds process is quite complicated and Cllr Wyke’s security clearance does not work with them as the second authorisation, so the Clerk is now trying the process with another signatory in case the government email address is the problem.
The External Auditors have been in touch with some queries, so these are currently being dealt with by the Clerk but no major issues, just asking for clarification of figures and asking Probusiness to tick a box which they had left blank.  We still do not know the final cost of the audit as it is still ongoing.
Action:  Clerk to contact Lloyds to chase up the bank signatory issue.
30. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 22/8/2025
Current Account £12,148.28
Reserve Account £51,464.48
b. Expenditure

Service Charge							£4.25

Village Hall Hire (Inv 56015) April/May mtgs			£50

Somerset Council 							£108

Probusiness	internal audit						£420

Service charge (monthly)						£4.25

Clerk Salary June							£368

HMRC June								£11.60

Clerk salary July							£368.00

HMRC July								£11.60

Service charge (August)						£4.25

Village Hall hire (Inv 56023) June and July mtgs		£40


c. Committed expenditure 
Clerk Salary August							£368.00
PAYE August								£11.60
Clerks expenses printer ink cartridges				£54.95

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:       July £29.57    August £32.55
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
31.	Budget YTD report
	This was sent to councillors and to date we have spent £4545.00
32.	Correspondence – None received
33.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups 
	The Playing Field raised £3800 from Glastonbury and it was very successful but unfortunately next year is a fallow year. Their AGM is Tuesday 9th Sept at 7pm on the Playing Field.  The Friendly Society committee is coming to the end of their 3 year term and are looking for a new Chair and Secretary.
34.	DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES To delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to decide any urgent matters arising before the next meeting.
 35.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm (please check noticeboard for venue in case of venue changes)
Monday 6th October, (Please check next agenda for venue confirmation) Wednesday 5th November

Meeting closed at 9.00pm
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