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+ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 2 July 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair),  Penny Colwill, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee, 

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 3 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer, Cllr Guy Timson, Cllr Buffy Fletcher
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport and Vice Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Wyke declared that she lives near to planning application 2025/1059/VRC, however not within sight of the property. 
5.	Public Session – Alison Cole reported that she and Sarah Montagnon are selling field at the end of Little Field Lane which has a public footpath running through it and would like to donate the land and trees planted by the Westbury Tree Group, which has views of the Mendips, to the village. The council thanked her for her offer and all members were in support of the idea in principle but agreed to come to a formal decision at the September meeting. The owners would like a condition of the offer to be that the trees are not felled.
Action: Clerk to add to the September agenda and Cllr Wyke to email in the meantime with an indication of the Parish Council’s response
Another member of the public spoke on item 10 regarding 2025/0137/OUT.  They were concerned that the village were not made aware of the fact that the application is open again on the planning portal and that there was not a longer closing date to give people the opportunity to comment. They voiced concerns that the wealth of comments on the application and the serious road safety concerns communicated to Highways were not being listened to and the Parish Council acknowledged the concerns and considered them under item 10. It was pointed out that notification of the application was posted in the PEW.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that Somerset Council had finished their year end reports and were ready for audit.  The end result was better than anticipated but still using some reserves to balance the finances. There is a project running to bring Somerset children in care back into the local community and closer to home, it also reduces the cost and profits of third party placements has won a national award. The need for Foster carers continues to be prioritised.  The Active Travel work being done in Mendip is being applauded nationally, currently work north of Shepton and work in Cheddar is close to being completed, linking with other villages is improving all the time. The number of people needing social housing on Homefinder is still increasing. It was also reported that Glastonbury Festival organisation was very successful this year overall.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Cllr Wyke attended the Active Travel Group meeting and reported that good work was being done on paths for walking and cycling and improving connections between Wells and Shepton and work on pavements in Wells.  Cllr Wyke has been made Vice Chair of the Wells and Rural LCN.  We are in the process of getting Cllr Colwill put onto the mailing list for the LCN.
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith reported that Wordpress very much needs the updates, although it is still usable, while we are looking into other options.  Clerk has contacted Vision ICT and has spoken to other clerks about alternatives and will report back when has some more quotes. Most companies would not take on our existing website, they would want to start from scratch and design a new website.
Action:  Clerk to get quote from Vision ICT and Parish Online about designing a new website, in case that is an option to consider for the future
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th June 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/1059/VRC- Burden Of Dreams Top Road - Variation of conditions 1,3,6,12 and 8  relating to planning permissions 2022/1945/REM 2024/1680/APP (erection of a single dwelling, partial approval of details reserved by conditions 8).
The Council RESOLVED to recommend REFUSAL, 
Context
The site lies outside of any defined settlement boundary and is classed as open countryside, details of housing policy can be found in the Mendip Local Plan. The open countryside is designated now as the Mendip Hills National Landscape, formerly the Area of Outstanding Beauty. The site is also adjacent to the Village Conservation Area.
The site is approximately at 50 feet on the escarpment of the Mendip Hills, with open countryside above and below. The site is thus visually very obvious and stands out when observed from the Levels and Moors and the well-used Strawberry LIne path.
All this was recognised when the site received planning permission and the conditions of the approval included the retention of the road boundary hedgerow and trees to screen the property and retain the landscape value of the Mendip Hills escarpment.

Object to Change of condition to removal of the road boundary hedgerow and require reinstatement of the trees.

The creation of a visibility splay was not a requirement of the original approval.

Since the approval of the previous application there has been further significant earth works undertaken on the western side of the site and while much was made In the original design statement that the building would be within the confines of the quarry, this will no longer be the case. The western side of the development will be even more pronounced and the change to the roof line will look awkward and overall the development will not be sympathetic with the character of the community and the adjoining Conservation Area. 
The Parish Council welcomes the removal of the windows on this elevation.

Landscaping of the western boundary would be a welcome condition.

Dark Skies
This is particularly important in a village with a long-term Dark Skies approach
The south-facing clerestory windows have no indication of automated blinding, which is a requirement of the village's Dark Skies policy.
The application as it stands will result in a prominent light-emitting building visible against the backdrop of the Mendip Hills in open countryside and counter to the village character and landscape.
· 2025/0137/OUT- Land South of Roughmoor Lane – Amendments open for comments.
· The detailed response from the Neighbourhood Planning Group was shared with councillors and put on the village website and the main points from that report were highlighted in the meeting. It was further noted that maintenance and monitoring management plan for the Treatment plant needs to be included in the 106 agreement and the Council feel that the TRO for getting a 20 mile per hour speed limit should also be included. The PC expressed concern that the window for submitting comments was very short – only live for 13 days and people who had previously commented were not informed.
The Parish council RESOLVED to recommend REFUSAL on the grounds outlined fully in the NPG document, namely: impact on the National Landscape, highway safety, parking, visual impact, heritage setting, dark skies policy, design principles and technical deficiencies, all of which can be seen in full in the comprehensive document, which is on the village website and attached to the Parish Council’s official response.
Action:  Cllr Colwill to send to Clerk a response based on the NPG report and Clerk to send to Amelia Elve before the 7th July
· 2025/1006/TCA – Green Bank, Stoke Road - tree felling in a Conservation Area for notification purposes only
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	No further updates.
Action: Clerk to write to more senior level staff in Enforcement Department with Cllr Wyke to try to move forward with the issue
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	Covered under item 10	
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	This is in progress and a draft version of the plan will be given to the community for public consultation later in the year.  
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	Regarding the issue of overflow parking for the church, a letter was sent to the PCC from the Parish Council and following this the PCC have sent a request to the Church Commissioners regarding allocating some of the brownfield site land for church parking prior to putting the land up for auction. The Parish Council is still interested in acquiring the land for community use.
Action:  Clerk to ask Sue Isherwood for copy of the correspondence with the Landowners regarding the sale and to reply to them regarding letting us know when the land comes to auction.
15. 	Dark Skies Policy
	We can apply for an Article 4 Direction, meaning that we can specify an area of the village where we do not want inappropriate lighting, both internal and external.  It was stressed that existing properties would not be affected, however but it does keep coming up on new planning applications. The Council RESOLVED to explore this more fully and also to consult the community.
Action:  Clerk to write to council asking for more information on this process.
16.	Flood Mitigation – update
	No updates at present
17. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 			£160.00 (amended)
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for £500 towards the grant before the next meeting and will update then.
18. 	Dog Bins
	It was reported that St Cuthbert Out Parish are looking into getting a bin for the other end of the Strawberry Line at Easton, so that might improve the situation of the overflowing bin at the Station Road end, the issue will be reconsidered once the second bin has been installed.
19. 	Election of New Parish Councillor 
	Following the resignation of Sue Isherwood, there was no response to the call for an election, so the Council will now move to co-option of a new councillor.  The Clerk has sent some examples of posters advertising a vacancy from other parishes and it should be advertised in the Pew and other local places and websites.
Action: Clerk to send examples from other parishes and come up with an advertisement also to put into school newsletter.
20. 	Quarry Blasts
	These have become increasingly more frequent and louder than before and there have been a large number of complaints.  Cllr Colwill said that the notifications are given to the Village shop each week and she will keep a log of the blasts as evidence. The Clerk has written to Planning Enforcement to ask about the original conditions of blasting, particularly concerning cloud ceiling levels and to make them aware of the public complaints but the officer in question has been on annual leave and will respond on their return.
21. 	Bollards by the Cross
	Both Highways and South West Heritage have said that it is not their responsibility to replace the damaged bollards.  The Clerk looked back at old council minutes to find out who carried out the original work but they only go back as far as 2017 and the bollards were installed prior to 2016.  When we find a contractor, there are a number of steps, such as an S171 licence for working on the highway, Scheduled Monument Consent for working within a metre of a scheduled monument and also consultation with the Planning Authority and with the local archaeology society.
Action:  Clerk to progress this and report at the next meeting
22.     Parish Noticeboards
	The main parish noticeboard is not in good condition and needs some work done to it.  Cllr Colwill has spoken to a contractor and the Parish Council RESOLVED to appoint someone to carry out the work.
Action:  Cllr Colwill to look into next steps for getting this work done
23.	Replacement of Village Marquees
It was noted that some of the village marquees, which have been owned for well over 10 years, are missing one of the sides and also are beginning to lose their Velcro which means that some of the sides do not stay in position. The Parish Council recognised that they are a good resource for the village and are well-used. We have ringfenced £2000 for marquees in this year’s budget.
Action:  Cllr Colwill to ask for advice/quote on the repair or possible replacement. Clerk to find out the name of the manufacturer of the current ones.
24.	Concerns raised by village residents.	
	Concern raised about the Holm Oak growing in the Triangle by the Church. 
Action: Cllr Wyke to contact the owners, as a tree surgeon might be needed to assess condition.
25.	Highways.  	
26.  	Clerk’s Report  
Three insurance companies were approached for quotes, one did not reply until after the deadline but of the remaining two we decided to go with Zurich as it was still the cheaper quote. The Clerk had been given the task at the previous meeting of making the final decision with the Chair and Vice Chair and this was carried out and the insurance has been renewed for another year.  The AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return) forms were submitted in June ready for the external audit, which should happen later in the summer/early autumn.
It has proved difficult to get Cllr Colwill put on as a bank signatory as the Lloyds process is quite complicated and Cllr Wyke’s security clearance does not work with them as the second authorisation.
Action:  Clerk to contact Lloyds to ask why Cllr Wyke has not been able to get a response from them
27. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 23/6/2025
Current Account £13,533.98
Reserve Account £51,402,36
b. Expenditure

Somerset Council PPA Scoping fee				£486.00

Service charge (monthly)						£4.25

Zurich insurance							£459.00

c. Committed expenditure 
Clerk Salary June							£368.00
PAYE June								£11.60
Clerks expenses printer ink cartridges				£54.95

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                           June  £28.50

· VAT refund from HMRC				£1256.97
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
28.	Correspondence.    None
29.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups - None
30.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Election of new Parish Councillor, Potential donation of wooded area to village, Support for village shop, Parish Preparedness survey
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
No meeting in August, Wednesday 3rd September, Wednesday 1st October, Wednesday 5th November

Meeting closed at 9.20pm
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