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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 4 June 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair), Guy Timson, Penny Colwill, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee, Buffy Fletcher

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 2 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Ros Wyke has declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and Associate Lead Member for Active Travel & Public Transport
Cllr Wyke is also Vice Chair of the Planning East board
Cllr Beebee has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
Cllr Timson has declared an interest in the Playing Field grant
Cllr Fletcher has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Quarry Farm planning application 2024/2229/FUL 

5.	Public Session – None.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that following public consultation in Somerset there is a draft proposal to change the ward boundaries, so instead of 55 wards with two councillors each, under the proposal there will be 96 each with one councillor, so 14 fewer councillors in total. Westbury has been aligned with Rodney Parish, Wookey Parish, Godney and North Wootton. 
There has been a lot of work across the county on road maintenance and resurfacing and repairing potholes. There is also another push on fostering, as there are many children needing foster parents, so people are being urged to consider this as an option. There will be a public consultation starting this autumn around the new Local Plan.  The initial finance figures for the council are looking better than they have done previously.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Cllr Wyke attended the Active Travel Group meeting and reported that good work was being done on paths for walking and cycling in the county.  Wells Council are going to produce more dropped kerbs to improve accessibility.
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith has not submitted a written report this time, as could not access the website data.  The Clerk could also not access the website twice during the past week.
Action: Clerk to send an email to Tickbox about the website crashing and ask why they did not communicate to us about it and also about the upgrades which are seen as too expensive and why they are not part of the support contract
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th May 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/0739/CLE – Lodge Hill Farm - Certificate of Lawfulness of existing use for the removal of the agricultural occupancy condition – For notification purposes only
· 2024/2229/FUL – Quarry Farm – Erection of an agricultural barn
Recommended for REFUSAL on the grounds that not enough information is supplied on the following points:
Lighting conditions, as the site falls within the National Landscape area and the village has a Dark Skies policy, which can be impacted by artificial light coming from roof lights if they are not blinded.
The drawings don't appear to align with the stated size of the barn
No information has been given about the reason for the build and how it will be used and its siting and relation to the other barns on the site.
The Parish Council have asked for further information on the above points.
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	No further updates. No response to letter sent from Parish Council.
Action: Clerk to write to more senior level staff in Enforcement Department with Cllr Wyke to try to move forward with the issue
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	Following concern from The Neighbourhood Planning Group and members of the Parish council that the emails back and forth to Highways have not been included in the planning application online associated documents and also that the Liz Beth report, the NPG report and the David Mason Report previously forwarded also did not feature, the Clerk emailed Amelia Elve and Planning East on the 16th May to query this.  As yet the only response has been from Amelia Elve on 16th May to say that the email has been received and forwarded to the Planning Support Department to look into the issue.
Action:  Clerk to follow up with another email to ask for an update if the documents are still not on the Planning Portal
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	First rough draft of plan has been submitted for comment by the Planning Policy team, who have responded positively and given some suggested amendments for the Neighbourhood Planning Group to consider as their next steps.  
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	The issue of overflow parking for the church was discussed, as it had been part of the initial proposal regarding purchasing the land for a community hub, which has been rejected as the whole site needs to go to auction.  The PCC should be encouraged to request that the Church Commissioners allocate some of the brownfield site land for church parking prior to putting the land up for auction. 
Action: Cllr Colwill to contact the PCC regarding the above
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	No updates at present
16. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 			£160.00 (amended)
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for £500 towards the grant before the next meeting and will update then.
17. 	Dog Bins
	 There is an issue with the bin at the Station Road end of the Strawberry Line not being big enough and always overflowing, although emptied weekly. The Clerk has written to St Cuthbert Out Parish council regarding the bin at the Easton end of the Strawberry Line but to date has not had a response.  Will update at next meeting.
18. 	Election of New Parish Councillor 
	The advertisement for a new Parish Councillor, following the resignation of Sue Isherwood, is now live and if there is no response to this, the Council has the opportunity to co-opt a new councillor, which will be discussed at the July meeting. If it goes to co-option, other opportunities of advertising locally will be looked at.
19. 	Quarry Blasts
	These have become increasingly more frequent and louder than before and there have been a large number of complaints.  Cllr Colwill said that the notifications are given to the Village shop each week and she will keep a log of the blasts as evidence. The Clerk has written to Planning Enforcement to ask about the original conditions of blasting, particularly concerning cloud ceiling levels and to make them aware of the public complaints.
20. 	Replacement of village marquees
	It was noted that some of the village marquees, which have been owned for well over 10 years, are missing sides and beginning to lose their Velcro.  We need to have an audit of them and decide if they are still serving their purpose, as a lot of people are hiring them this summer. They will be used in the village over the next couple of weeks, so members of the council will look at them to make an assessment.
21.      Concerns raised by village residents.
	The level of dog mess in Perch Hill has become very bad and causing several complaints from village residents.
Action:  Cllr Colwill to write something for the next edition of the Pew to remind people about leaving dog mess
22.	Highways.  
	Potholes in the village continue to be a problem.  We will also put something in the Pew to say that if people have concerns about potholes, they should report to Somerset Highways so that it is officially recorded.
Action: Cllr Colwill to send details of how to report potholes for inclusion in  the Pew.
23.  	Clerk’s Report 
 ProBusiness have completed the Internal Audit and the letter received. It will be posted on the websitet along with the other audit documents.
Insurance quotes have not yet come in, three companies have been approached but two have not yet replied as there are further forms to complete.
Action:  Clerk delegated to make final decision with Cllrs Wyke and Colwill and the Council RESOLVED to pay up to £459, which is the quote from Zurich.  If one of the other quotes come in lower, they can decide to go with this.
24. 	Internal audit and approval of AGAR forms deferred from Annual Council Meeting
(a) Note the Annual Internal Audit Report from the Internal Auditor
The Council noted the report from the Internal Auditor
(b) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 of the Annual Return
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 of the Annual Return.
(c) To approve the Accounting Statement 2024/25 of the Annual Return
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statement 2024/25 of the Annual Return.
(d) Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance and Accountability Return
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Notice of Public Rights and Publication for the year ended 31st March 2025.  The dates will run from Tuesday 10th June until Monday 21st July
(e) Approval of the Bank Reconciliation for the Year Ending 31st March 2025
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliation for the year ending 31st March 2025.	
25. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 23/5/2025
Current Account £13,689.70
Reserve Account £51,373.86
b. Expenditure

Somerset Council							£135.00

SALC – audit course						£35

SALC – annual membership					£374.43

Paypal for Zoom annual hosting					£155.88

Lloyds monthly service charge					£4.25

c. Committed expenditure 
Clerk Salary May							£304.60
PAYE May								£75.00
Clerks expenses Apr-May						£83.84

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                May  £21.47

· Transfer from Current account to Reserve account £20,000 on 23 May 2025
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
26.	Correspondence.    None
27.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	Playing Field reported it is a busy month as it is Glastonbury, which they provide stewards for, plus the Handlebards and Village Day. Next year is fallow, so there won’t be the usual income stream, so provision needs to be made for this.
28.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Decision on insurance provider for this year, Election of new Parish Councillor
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 2 July, no meeting in August, Wednesday 3rd September

Meeting closed at 8.54pm
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