Budget 2024-25 – Explanation of overspend for Parish Council
Our precept was £28,860.00, which included £15,000 for the Brownfield site project.  We have only spent £600 on the Brownfield site but have still spent £ 21,732.34 in total, which looks initially like a £7,272.34 overspend on budget; however an explanation for this is given below.
1. £3831 of this is grant money and not included in the Precept
2. The new Clerk did not have bank account access until the very end of March 2024, so several of the previous year’s budget payments came out of the bank account after April 2024.  These are listed below:
Denise Boulton Locum Clerk honorarium - £1000
(This was in lieu of salary as she was locum clerk during 3rd quarter of financial year 2023-4 and not on payroll)
Denise Boulton expenses as above - £73.50
Community grants of 2023-24 paid in 2024-25 financial year
 Village hall £106
Village shop £540
Playing Field Association £1260
Westbury Footlights £450
Box office payments 2020-2024 - £2600 (In addition it transpired that the PC had not paid the Box Office payment for the Village Shop since 2019, despite having resolved to pay £520 per annum for this community resource. The missed payments of 5 x £520 = £2600 had not been noticed due to various accountancy issues.)
The above payments total £6029.50
3. It should also be noted by councillors that the £21,732.34 is the gross figure, inclusive of VAT and the VAT can be later claimed back.  In addition to the precept of £28,860 we also received a VAT rebate in this financial year of £1327.95 and can expect to receive a similar rebate for around £1250 in the next financial year but as we operate on a receipts and payments basis, the gross figure must be shown, as reflected in bank balance.
