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13/25-26
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
Wednesday 14th May 2025

Present: - 	Cllrs Sue Isherwood, Adamos Euripodou, Penny Colwill, Buffy Fletcher and Ros Wyke.  
In attendance: - Rachel Spiller, Clerk and seventeen members of the public.
	Cllr Sue Isherwood chaired the Annual Meeting

1. Apologies for absence
Cllrs Guy Timson and Maggie Beebee, Chris Langdon
2. To confirm the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th June 2024
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th June 2024 were accepted as a true record and were signed and dated by the Chair of the meeting.
3. To receive the Chairman’s annual report
Cllr Sue Isherwood, Chair of the Parish Council, gave the annual report, which included information on the planning applications received over the past 12 months and the importance of the Parish’s Dark Skies policy when considering an application, the Roughmoor Lane Housing Development, the Neighbourhood Plan and the Brownfield Site.  The issue of the increased precept was addressed, as in the first year the increase was to provide seed corn funding to kick start an attempt to purchase the brownfield site as a community hub. The second year's increase was as a result of Somerset Council needing to devolve as many services as possible. This is a national issue as central government has reduced its funding to local government by over 50% since 2010. The Local Community Network has also been set up to encourage working together with other local parishes and sharing resources to take on some of the services previously supplied by the unitary authority. Cllr Isherwood thanked the Councillors for the past year, and also Mark Smith for his hard work on the website.  She announced that she was standing down as Chair of the Parish Council and that Cllr Ros Wyke would be taking over, with Cllr Penny Colwill as Vice Chair.
4. Acknowledge reports received by Village Groups for circulation
Reports were received from the Robert Glanville Playing Field, the Westbury Footlights, the Westbury WI, the Friends of Westbury Church, the Westbury Society and the Village Hall.  These reports will be available to view on the Parish Council website with the minutes.
5. Presentation on the Tree Group by Buffy Fletcher
Cllr Fletcher gave a talk about the Westbury Tree Group, which was formed by volunteers in 2020 and has led to over 12,000 trees being planted, mostly within 10 miles of the village and 40% in the Parish of Westbury-sub-Mendip. They have been fortunate to receive several grants and also funding from the Mendip Hills National Landscape and they always welcome new members (see village website for details).  They would also like to thank Guy and Evelyn Timson on whose land the Tree Nursery is based rent-free.
6. Presentation by Andrew Buchanan from the Westbury Society on the Westbury excavation and the State of the Heritage report
Andrew Buchanan gave a talk about the “Thornbury Villa”, a Romano-British Farmhouse discovered and excavated in the area with a coin hoard and pottery, bones and architectural features dating from the 3rd to 4th centuries (260-360CE). It is not Roman but owned by Britons who had adopted Roman way of life and is either a highly Romanised farmstead or a villa as there are arguments for both.  He then spoke about the Mendip Hills National Landscape’s State of the Heritage Report, which can be viewed at https://mendiphills-nl.org.uk/
7. Presentation on the Strawberry Line Association by Mick Fletcher
Mick Fletcher gave a talk on the Strawberry Line which is being transformed from a former railway line to a green path between Shepton Mallett and Clevedon, suitable for walkers, cyclists, wheelchairs, scooters and in some places equestrians.  This is thanks to an incredible amount of work by volunteers starting in the 1980s, who have done lots of clearing and laying of paths, as well as planting trees and it passes through Westbury-sub-Mendip thanks to the new paths opened up in 2022 and 2023. If anyone would like to get involved, please go to www.thestrawberryline.co.uk/join
8. Presentation on Westbury Wildlife by Peter Bright 
Peter Bright gave a talk on some of the wildlife found in the village. There a Whatsapp group which people can join and share and find information on insects for example, which people have spotted in the village.  This year is the 20th year of the village glowworm camp, which is the last Thursday in July, last year we had 41 people.  Currently the Box Moth is attacking box hedges locally and there are treatments available if needed. Migrating birds are returning to the village but the Government is being pressured to include swift bricks in new housing, due to the declining bird numbers nationally. We should not use insecticide unless absolutely necessary or cut hedges too severely, as the insects are food for these birds.  There are about a dozen owl boxes also in Westbury and new boxes will be arriving in June. Peter thanked the local wildlife group for all of their contributions.
9. Matters to consider
Cllr Ros Wyke thanked Cllr Isherwood for her seven years as Chair and well over 10 years as a parish councillor, which is a huge contribution and commitment to the community. She has also over the years supported cultural activities, such as the Handlebards production on the field, the film society, the puppet show, the village hall committee, not to mention all of her contributions to local issues, such as the Neighbourhood Plan, the local plan, flooding issues, the Brownfield Site, Roughmoor Lane and numerous planning and enforcement issues. Sue was thanked in recognition of the huge contribution she has made to the Parish Council and the community over many years.

Meeting closed 8.15pm
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