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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 7 May 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Ros Wyke (Chair), Sue Isherwood, Guy Timson, Penny Colwill, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 3 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Cllr Buffy Fletcher, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and also occasionally sits on the Planning Committee (not full-time member)
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan group have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
5.	Public Session – Alison Cole spoke on Agenda item 10 regarding planning application 2025/0627/HSE and councillors noted her comments.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported on the ongoing challenges to local government. As a unitary council we are experiencing continuing financial challenges, particularly regarding social care and social housing. There are 5000 people on Homefinder currently.  Building work is slowing down generally. The Household Support fund is available from the government for those who need it. It was discussed whether to put a link to this fund on the village website to raise awareness.  Active travel making progress in the area including in Cheddar.
Action:  Clerk to get link from Cllr Wyke to the Household Support fund for website
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
	Councillors had not attended any meetings since the last update.  
Action: Cllr Colwill to join the list to attend LCN meetings
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith has not created new training sheets for website since the Wordpress ones seem to be self explanatory.
Action: Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions for Tickbox and come up with recommendations regarding the extra cost for upgrades
Action:  Clerk to send the Wordpress training info for anyone who would like to add things to the website.
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd April 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/0582/HSE - 1 Glebe Cottages Crow Lane - Erection of single storey extension & window change to the rear elevation.
Recommended for REFUSAL as does not comply with Dark Skies policy. Clerk to request blinding for skylight
· 2025/0632/HSE – Stream Cottage, Duck Lane - Single-storey side extension following demolition of existing workshop. APPROVED
· 2025/0627/HSE – Meadowside, Free Hill - Erection of single-storey side extension. APPROVED
· 2025/0621/CLP - Land At 350420 149098 Mares Lane – Notification only, no response required.
· 2025/0331/HSE – 9 Bell Close - Erection of single-storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory. APPROVED
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	No further updates 
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	The Neighbourhood Planning Group are concerned that the emails back and forth to Highways have not been included in the planning application and have proposed the text for an email to this effect. This was read out and approved at the meeting. The Council RESOLVED to send this request to planning department.
Action:  Clerk to contact Amelia Elve to ask for the Highways communications to be included.  Cllr Isherwood to send the text to Clerk for inclusion
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	First rough draft of plan has been submitted for comment and awaiting response before moving to next steps of consultation.  Neighbourhood Planning Group are planning to have a stall at Village Day.
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	Savilles have responded to the Parish Council’s informal offer and have rejected it, as they decided they had a duty to take it to auction to ensure they achieve the maximum value for their assets.  The quote/offer included taking on the demolition of the unsafe barns, therefore Cllr Timson requested to go back and request that they be demolished urgently, as the landowner confirmed in writing last year that it would be done.
Action: Brownfield Site working group to meet and discuss next steps
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	No updates at present
16. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 			£160.00 (amended)
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for £500 towards the grant before the next meeting and will update then.
17. 	Dog Bins
	The dog bin has now been installed at junction of Roughmoor Lane/Stoneleigh and has been emptied. 
There is also an issue with the bin at the Station Road end of the Strawberry Line not being big enough and always overflowing, although emptied weekly.
Action:  Clerk to look into getting a larger bin to replace it.  Clerk to speak to Clerk of St Cuthbert Out about which size of bin they are installing at the Easton side of the Strawberry Line.
18. 	Annual Parish Meeting 14 May 7pm 
	Four guest speakers have been confirmed and reports requested from village groups.  These reports will be uploaded to website along with the minutes
19. 	Quarry Blasts
	These have become increasingly more frequent and louder than before and there have been a large number of complaints.  Questions raised are: how good are the notifications on noticeboard, also around blasting when there is a low cloud ceiling, which is contrary to the conditions laid out.  Also consideration to be given to producing an app which can notify residents when blasts are happening.
Action: Clerk to write to Enforcement at Somerset Council advising of the complaints and asking them to look at the original conditions of blasting, particularly concerning cloud ceiling levels
20. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	Two residents have complained about the increase in the council’s precept. It was explained that the first year was due to the possible acquisition of the Brownfield site and the second year was further costs associated with this, plus the devolution of services from the council, whereby parish councils are taking on some of the services previously carried out by the unitary authority, such as gully clearing.
21.	Highways.  
	Large potholes in the village on A371
Action:   Cllr Wyke to ask Head of Highways - what is the plan of action for recent repairs on Easton Hill, will there be a top dressing there and what is happening to potholes on the rest of A371 between Easton and Cheddar?
22.  	Clerk’s Report 
	Files are currently with internal auditor ProBusiness but they have a backlog as lots of other councils are doing the same at this time.
23. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 30/4/2025
Current Account £34,394.26
Reserve Account £31,352.39
b. Expenditure

South Western Ambulance (defibrillator hire)			£540

Stuart Todd Associates (from grant money)			£1040.40

Stuart Todd Associates (from grant)				£1849.60

Tickbox Marketing annual website hosting			£274.74

Lloyds Service charge						£4.25
Clerk Salary	April							£304.80
PAYE April								£74.80

c. Committed expenditure 

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:            April  £28.49

  Precept		  £32,765.00

· Transfer from Reserve account to current account £5000 on 31 March 2025
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
24.	Correspondence.    None
25.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	Ongoing concerns were reported regarding Roughmoor Lane travelling communities leaving mess on public walkways and also unlicenced driving of vehicles but situation is being monitored
26.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Decision on insurance provider for this year, Internal audit report and AGAR
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
 Wednesday 14th May Annual Parish Meeting, Wednesday 4 June, Wednesday 2 July
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