Village Hall Chair’s Report for year April 2024 to March 2025.
It is good to report that the Hall is getting increasing use.  Our lack of parking means that our users are mostly the variety of organisations that are active in the Village.  Thanks to the WI, Friendly Society, RG Playing Field, Friends of Westbury Church, Footlights, Gardening Club, Church, Art Group, Parish Council, Wookey Geology Group, and National Elections who have looked after the Hall and their activities with care and attention.  The Hall has been popular for young children’s parties as providing space and a refuge from the unreliable weather.  A brass group has used it as a rehearsal space and even for some sound recording!  Footlights continued to use the Hall, with a much-appreciated performance of The Scarecrow’s Wedding.  Sue Isherwood has organised a programme of film showings finishing with a large audience for the award winning ‘Conclave’.  This brings in a steady, if small, regular income.  She also welcomed Angel Heart Theatre and Skylarker Art’s latest puppet show, ‘Tales of the Far North’ which went down well with its young audience.  The Hall appreciates the support from the Parish Council of £160 for this show aimed at younger people. Thank you to Sue for this considerable organisation and to the group of helpers she has.
‘Active Westbury’ continues in the guise of Table Tennis on Tuesday afternoons, Pickleball on Monday and Thursday mornings, Rosie’s Kettlercise classes and just starting Bruna Sofia’s children’s Street Dance classes on Tuesday and Thursday late afternoons.
The Church Christmas Fair took over the Hall in late November and was its usual busy and crowded event.  Sadly the joint Church/Hall Pancake Lunch didn’t happen as its unusual timing meant that it had too few takers.  Thank you to Linda Mogford for the long series of Pancake Lunches she has inspired over many years. We nearly had the Hall as an over-night stop-over for a young person’s pilgrimage from Weston to Wells but its chief organiser was not well.
The fabric of the Hall has stood up well.  Four tiles were lost in gales at the beginning of January and Mark Wall, Croscombe Roofing, fixed them the next day.  Thank you to him and to Sylvia Mayor who noticed they were missing.  It is worth noting that he described the fabric of the roof as being ‘mature’. Paul Hamilton painted the metal fence outside the Hall which is now looking very smart- thank you. The Village Planning Group has held consultation meetings in the Hall and the real possibility of a new Hall having designated space within the Roughmoor Lane planning proposals means that there is an opportunity for a new group to develop such an improvement to our village infrastructure.
Thanks are due to the Trustees – particularly Tony Shepherd as treasurer, and Hilary Little as minutes secretary, who have helped unstintingly with the variety of events.  I am stepping down as Chair of Trustees and Booking Clerk at this AGM.  Liza Hobbs is taking on the role of Chair of Trustees, Pete Munday is looking after the fabric of the Hall and taking the Hall bookings, and Hilary Little is taking over looking after the sound system and projection equipment.  We have set up a dedicated Hall email address so please use it or telephone Pete Munday or Hilary Little directly over requests to use the Hall and the sound system and projector.  Contact details are in the PEW.
Thank you to Rosie who has kept the Hall neat and tidy dealing with many of the hidden and neglected corners of the building.

Peter Bright      Chair of Trustees  12th May 2025
