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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 2 April 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Buffy Fletcher, Penny Colwill, Adamos Euripodou, Maggie Beebee

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 3 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Cllr Guy Timson, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and also occasionally sits on the Planning Committee (not full-time member)
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan group have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
5.	Public Session – Cllr Euripodou queried whether he needed permission to reduce or remove a wall for safety reasons.  The Council confirmed that it was not necessary as it was on private land and made of brick rather than stone.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that the Council had now set the new budget and council tax rates had been set and letters sent out.  The council was leading the way nationally in saying that the present council tax system is not working effectively. 70% of the money is being spent on social care and this is increasing all the time with more children in care and more elderly due to aging population. However the final budget is better than originally forecast. Three new Enforcement Officers have been recruited. The potential devolution deal with Wiltshire, Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole has been put on hold for now.  In terms of employment, Hinkley C is up to 60,000 on site and a similar number working off site plus the Gigafactory at Puriton is going ahead at pace. A consultation is currently underway to look at a possible merger of Strode College with Bridgwater and Taunton College. It was noted also that a lot of work being done to support young people with their further and higher education studies across the county, including online courses, more degree level courses, Ipads provided for students, an Erasmus exchange scheme and many more study-based initiatives.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
Cllr Wyke went to the recent meeting – this involved discussion about the local plan. There are working groups on Transport and Active Travel involving mapping of routes to link with surrounding areas and where people would like paths. However a discussion about the effectiveness of the LCN is going on across county. Next meeting is on Tuesday 8th April
The Clerk has approached St Cuthbert Out, Rodney Stoke and Godney regarding drain clearance but St Cuthbert Out are going to wait until next winter and would consider collaboration with us then. We could do it on our own but possibly not enough drains to book a day’s clearance and councillors agreed to wait until nearer the autumn ourselves, as drains will get blocked more due to farming activities. 
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith to create training worksheets to train village group representatives in website administration. Not yet done due to computer problems
Clerk has received an email from Tickbox outlining the terms and conditions of the package but need to discuss with Cllr Timson and SALC
The council RESOLVED to pay the annual Tickbox fee as it is overdue but to not pay for the updates until we get more information.
Action: Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions for Tickbox.
Action: Clerk to pay Tickbox annual fee for now and get advice from SALC about whether we need to pay for these extra upgrade services.
Action: Clerk to talk to Rodney Clerk about Draycott Village Hall’s new software
Action: Clerk to forward Tickbox terms and conditions to other councillors 
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th March 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/0371/HSE  - Hollybrook Farm Bungalow, Holly Brook Lane
Proposed extension and alterations
Recommended for REFUSAL. 
The Council is concerned that there is no mention of blinding for both the roof lights and the Apex glass window in accordance with the village's Dark Skies policy. The information provided about the design is also insufficient and somewhat unclear.
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	Clerk sent letter to owners but no response as yet and lights are still on. 
Action – Clerk to reopen new complaint as previous one was closed. Send to Thomas Jones in Enforcement.
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	Pre app meeting has taken place. Amelia Elve has sent papers through which need to be agreed and signed. £500 was for the first diagnostic meeting and then the cost of the further consultee hours would be £2010.  
The Council RESOLVED to allocate the extra money to further the pre-application discussion with Mendip Council but recognising that the Ecology and Highways elements are not required, then only the Conservation and Landscape and Planning Officer elements should be included. This should hopefully reduce the quotation by around £720.
Action:  Clerk to contact Amelia Elve to get a revised quote/invoice and accept their offer on behalf of the Parish Council
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	First rough draft of plan has been submitted for comment.  Stuart Todd Associates has been paid for the consultation. Plan still in rough draft but there is a need to sustain momentum and also make sure that we are on the right lines with Policy Planners.
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	No updates at present
16. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 		(up to) £130.00
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Parish Council have already paid the Footlights Grant and the Shop Grant.
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for £500 towards the grant before the next meeting and will update then.
The Village Hall puppet show only had 41 so £130 does not cover the shortfall.  
The Parish Council RESOLVED to increase the grant allocation for the Village Hall to £160 instead of the originally requested £130. It recognised the Puppet Show’s contribution to the young people of the village, whilst recommending that the event advertising is perhaps increased for next year, given the declining numbers.
17. 	Dog Bins
	The location for the third bin at the Roughmoor Lane/Stoneleigh junction (which is council land) has been agreed by the various parties and can be installed. Cllr Colwill has found a contractor to do this but he wants to check with Highways whether it can be attached to the railings rather than on its own post. 
There is also an issue with the bin at the end of the Strawberry line not being big enough and always overflowing, although emptied weekly.
Action:  Clerk to look into getting a larger bin to replace it.  Clerk to speak to Clerk of St Cuthbert Out about which size of bin they are installing at the Easton side of the Strawberry Line.
18. 	Annual Council Meeting 7 May 6.30pm – reminder regarding appointment of officers and discuss possible co-option of a new councillor, as Cllr Isherwood is standing down from the council. Once formal resignation is received we can advertise vacancy. There will be an election if more than one applicant.
19. 	Annual Parish Meeting 14 May 7pm 
	Slight change of format for this year. It was decided to invite several speakers from local groups to give a 10 minute talk around their specialism, rather than the usual annual reports from each group in the village.
20. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	i. Building works Erlong Lane.  Query regarding planning permission which was granted several years ago.
Action: Clerk to forward to councillors and ask Planning Department for update regarding current status of the application and check with Enforcement and update council at next meeting.
ii. There has been damage to the bollards which protect the Cross from vehicles and may need replacing.  
	Action:  Clerk to initially report damage to both Highways and South West Heritage Trust to find out who has responsibility.
21.	Highways.  
	We have received some more information about the Avon and Somerset Police grant for a SID. The grant also includes training, which is essential.
We have the data from speed guns from volunteers but Priddy council do not have data for their village, as we were thinking of sharing an application with Priddy. We are currently awaiting updates from their Parish. 
Action: Clerk to forward email to councillors for further discussion.  This could also be combined with the work being done by Roughmoor Lane group on safe crossing of the main road
22.  	Clerk’s Report
Date for Annual Parish Meeting was arranged for Wednesday 14th May.  AGM is Wednesday 7th May at 6.30 before the normal Parish Council Meeting. 
The end of year budget figures and cash books have been sent to councillors. The overspend was explained and covered by reserves. Year end accounts will be signed off at meeting on 7th May.
Three quotes were sought for internal audit.  Pro Business quoted £350, Webb and Co in Wells quoted £500 and Do the Numbers did not provide a quote. Council queried whether internal audit is actually needed as there will be an external audit this year and it means paying twice for relatively small number of transactions. 
Action: Clerk to check with SALC whether we should go ahead with an internal audit as well.  If so, check with other councils over £25,000, such as Rodney Stoke.
23. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 24/03/2025
Current Account £1,047.45
Reserve Account £36,323.90
b. Expenditure

WSM Community Shop back payments 2020-2024 5 invoices x £520 = £2600

WSM Village Hall Hire Invoice 45075				£60

Service charge							£4.25

Ian Medcalf invoice for cutting back bush in Square		£390

Somerset Council PPA scoping meeting fee			£600

Rachel Spiller January – March expenses			£56.78

c. Committed expenditure 
Clerk Salary	March							£333.20
PAYE March								£46.40

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                  March  £27.84

 Marquee hire		£50
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
24.	Correspondence.    None
25.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
26.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Decision on Internal Audit. Discussion around the quarry blasts, which are causing a lot of complaints.
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
 Wednesday 7th May (including Annual meeting)  Wednesday 14th May Annual Parish 
Meeting
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