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+ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 5 March 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Buffy Fletcher, Penny Colwill, Adamos Euripodou, Guy Timson

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 4 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Cllr Maggie Beebee, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and also occasionally sits on the Planning Committee (not full-time member)
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan group have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
Cllr Colwill declared an interest in the Shop grant
5.	Public Session – Chris Langdon spoke on behalf of the Neighbourhood Planning Group. They suggested four actions for the Parish Council to decide on with regard to item 10, the Roughmoor Lane planning application 2025/0137/OUT. These are given below.
a. That the Highways Safety Scoping Report already commissioned could be forwarded to the planners as part of the response to the application by the Parish Council regarding safe crossing of the A371
b. That the Village Character Assessment is also forwarded as part of the Parish Council’s response, as again if it is forwarded with our official response, this makes it a document which must be considered by the Planning Officers.
c. That a task group is formed to progress further the options put forward by the Highways meeting, regarding safety of crossing and access and thereafter pass on their suggestions for the Parish Council to make a formal decision.
d. Regarding the pre-app for the Community Building, the question of whether the Parish Council wish to pay for a Planning Performance Agreement in order to ensure that it is handled by the same planning officer within the same timescale and this officer will be able to advise on the scope of the proposal. Otherwise, there is no guarantee that it would be handled at the same time, which could have serious implications for the project.
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that the budget for 2025-6 for Somerset has been passed. A decision has been made to consolidate the parking policy across the county, for example charging on Sundays.  However the decision was not to charge for parking overnight at this stage, because of the detrimental financial effect on residents who do not have private parking. An other decision regarded making sure that the lowest income people in the county get council tax support.  A planning application has been approved for three hundred new homes in Street, including social housing.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
There is funding available from the Somerset Rivers Authority for gully clearing, which can be applied for. The Clerk has approached St Cuthbert Out, Rodney Stoke and Godney but St Cuthbert Out are going to wait until next winter and will consider collaboration with us. A day of drain clearing involves around 100 drains, too much for one village but there is funding available from the SRA.  Rodney Stoke are going to discuss it at their next meeting and get back to us.
SID update – Priddy Council are interested in joining with Westbury but they do not have the same level of evidence of speeds through their village, whereas Westbury have a lot of traffic data from their community speed gun volunteers. They need this data in order to apply for the police grant for a new SID.
Action: Clerk to get information from Wookey and Godney clerk who have gone through the process of applying for the police grant.
Action: Cllr Wyke to ask Chief Exec of SRA in their meeting later in the week week how SRA grants are determined and get some feedback to inform our next steps.
Next full LCN group meeting is on Tuesday 18th March
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith to create training worksheets to train village group representatives in website administration.
The Village Hall have decided not to use the online booking system at this stage but may revisit it when a new Bookings Administrator is in post. Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions to put to Tickbox, as prices seem to be over inflated in terms of the website upgrades which should be standard.
Action:  Mark Smith to come up with training worksheets for using the Parish website and to offer training support if we gauge enough demand. 
Action: Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions for Tickbox.
Action:  Clerk to send Cllr Timson the terms and conditions of their agreement with Tickbox.
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th February 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/0137/OUT  - Land South of Roughmoor Lane. Outline permission with all matters reserved except for access for the development of up to 60 dwellings, land for community use, public open space & associated landscaping, access, infrastructure & engineering works. 
Cllr Wyke abstained from commenting on this application 
Recommended for REFUSAL. 
Following the public meeting on the 23rd February and the circulated report from the Neighbourhood Planning Group, which outlined the key points made by villagers and members of the Parish Council, all of these key points were discussed. The reasons for refusal of the application in its present form include concerns around road safety and access, the design and scale of the development, the impact on the natural landscape and character of the village and other practicalities hitherto mentioned to planners but do not seem to have been taken into account in the present proposal.
The Parish Council RESOLVED to Object and to include as supporting evidence, the Neighbourhood Planning Group Report, the Highways Safety Scoping Report and the Village Character Assessment in their objection to this application, as proposed in Agenda Item 4.a and 4.b
The Parish Council RESOLVED to allow the NPG to form a task group to explore the options for safe crossing of the A371 and then share the information with the Parish Council to make a decision, Agenda item 4.c.
The Parish Council RESOLVED to fund the Planning Performance Agreement in agenda item 4.d in order to progress the Community Building application.
Action:  Clerk to draft a Parish Council response and then send to other councillors for comment before sending to Planning Officer by the 10th.
· 2025/0281/TCA – Swallows Nest, Station Road - Tree felling for notification only
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: external lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	Clerk has drafted a letter and Cllr Isherwood has approved it . Cllr Wyke waiting for new staff to be appointed to the Enforcement post before taking up the matter of the case being closed.
Action - Clerk has found the contact details and will write to the owners of the vineyard building.
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	Covered under item 10
.13.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	The Parish Council noted the advice given by the Neighbourhood Planning Group and will await the points which the task group raise for discussion.
14.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates at present
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	No date yet for flooding training. Flooding group have not met since last Parish Council meeting.
16. 	Community Grant Applications (moved up agenda from Item 17)
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 		(up to) £130.00
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Parish Council have already resolved to pay the Village Hall Grant after the puppet show, so awaiting invoice and have already paid the Footlights Grant and the Shop Grant.
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for £500 towards the grant before the next meeting and will update then.

17. 	Dog Bins
	The location for the third bin at the Roughmoor Lane/Stoneleigh junction (which is council land) has been agreed by the various parties and can be installed.
Action – need to find a contractor who will put it up in the agreed location. Several councillors agreed to ask their personal contacts by next meeting.
18. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	The bush in the Square has been cut back as very overgrown, causing mixed responses from residents.
	Issue of fly tipping on School Hill and other areas of the village was discussed.  One particular resident complained regarding waste in their garden but this matter is in hand.
19.	Highways.  – No updates
20.  	Clerk’s Report
Date for Annual Parish Meeting was arranged for Wednesday 14th May.  AGM is Wednesday 7th May at 6.30 before the normal Parish Council Meeting. The Clerk would like to take a training course on the External Audit process and this was approved by the Chair.
The budget is on track for the end of March.  The overspend can be explained by the payments from the previous financial year made after 1 April and the five years’ of back payments of the Shop Box Office payments.  This will be explained fully in a written report by the Clerk to accompany the end of year report.
Action - Clerk to buy 1TB back up disc
Action - Clerk to enrol on the Preparing for Audit training course for councils over £25,000 as we are over this threshold this year
Action – Clerk to send a written report explaining the budget for auditing purposes, as some overspend from last year
21. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 25/02/2025
Current Account £5,138.08
Reserve Account £36,296.06
b. Expenditure

Rachel Spiller expenses (travel, ink cartridges)				£66.79

CPRE annual membership							£36

Shop Community grant							£300

Microsoft 365 annual subscription	 (RS reimbursed card payment)     £84.99

c. Committed expenditure 

WSM Community Shop back payments 2020-2024 	5 x £520 = £2600

Village Hall invoice						£60

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                  February  £31.79

The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
22.	Correspondence.    None
23.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
24.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Discussion around format for Parish meeting on 14th May, decision regarding which company to use for Internal Audit.
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 2nd April, Wednesday 7th May
Meeting closed 9.37pm
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