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+ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 5 February 2024, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Buffy Fletcher, Penny Colwill, Maggie Beebee,  Adamos Euripodou, Guy Timson

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 2 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and also occasionally sits on the Planning Committee (not full-time member)
Cllr Guy Timson has declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan group have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
Cllr Colwill declared an interest in the Shop grant
5.	Public Session – none

6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that a severe weather warning has been issued for the next seven days and extra support has been put in place for homeless people due to the freezing temperatures.
The Government has announced that the Rural Grant is not going ahead.  Instead they are consolidating a number of other grants with emphasis on Northern and urban areas.  The Government has also announced Somerset council tax could rise by 7.5% to go some way to help their financial situation but this will not be enough. Also the Council are hoping for a further government capitalisation grant. 
Redundancies are now in the final stage.  The council will come in under budget for this year and asset selling has meant there is money to be put in the reserves but the problem will not go away in the long term, particularly with loss of income-generating properties.  A large number of councils across the country are close to bankruptcy. 
On a more positive note, the money from the previous administration is being spent on Town Deals and Levelling Up funds.  Glastonbury Tor Leisure has just opened with lots of positive feedback.  The Police have increased their precept by 5% which is the maximum they can request.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
The last LCN meeting discussed the Local Plan and forthcoming public consultation, discussion around land use and also the Transport Plan.  A planning application for Frome for 1700 houses has been called in by the Secretary of State for consideration. There is a lot of opposition to it from the Frome community.
The Highways meeting brought to our attention the situation with gully clearing and who is responsible for what and how often. There is funding available from the Somerset Rivers Authority for gully clearing which can be applied for.
Action:  To bid with neighbouring villages for get funding for additional gully clearing before the end of the financial year. Clerk to approach Rodney Stoke, Draycott, St Cuthbert Out and Wookey, as Godney have already applied for funding. Check SRA website for application form or send email with information about number of gullies which need clearing.
SID update – St Cuthbert Out are prepared to hire out their SID but we need to get people who are Chapter 8 trained to install it and also agree the location with Highways. It was suggested to join with Priddy council who are also interested and to ask Rodney Stoke council if they also have any trained people. Police may also give grants for this training if we can find volunteers to undertake it.
Action: Clerk to approach Priddy and Rodney Stoke Clerks and also to check if Avon and Somerset Police still have funding available.
Next full LCN group meeting is on Tuesday 18th March
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Mark Smith to create training worksheets to train village group representatives.
Peter Bright has asked for online booking system for the Village Hall but this would cost around £1000, according to our suppliers,Tickbox. Discussion around whether Parish Council or Hall committee to pay.  First step is for Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions to put to Tickbox, as prices seem to be over inflated and basic diary management system may not need to be this complicated or cost so much.
Action:  Mark Smith to come up with training worksheets for using the Parish website and to offer training support if we gauge enough demand. 
Action: Mark Smith and Cllr Timson to discuss questions for Tickbox.
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2025, were agreed as true record and signed. 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2025/0053/HSE - The Old Stables, Duck Lane - Erection of garage and carport.
Approved – no objection
· 2024/2307/HSE - Chalfont Top Road - Two storey side extension and associated landscaping
· Approved – no objection
· 2025/0101/TCA – Cherianson, Wells Road -  Tree felling for notification only
· 2025/0136/TPO - The Vicarage, Crow Lane – Tree felling for notification only
· 2025/0110/TCA -  The Vicarage, Crow Lane – Tree felling for notification only
Action - Clerk to write to the owner of Cherianson regarding raising the height of overhang of his cypressus hedge as its encroachment over the narrow pavement is causing complaints from villagers. 
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: bright 24 hr lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	Clerk forwarded Cllr Wyke the email from Enforcement saying case had been closed.  Cllr Wyke waiting for new person to be appointed to the post before taking up the matter further.
Action - Clerk to find address from Land Registry and write to the owners of the vineyard building.
12. 	Community Grant Applications (moved up agenda from Item 17)
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 		(up to) £130.00
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Parish Council have already resolved to pay the Village Hall and Footlights Grants. 
The Friendly Society agreed to pay 50% of the Shop Grant, so the Parish council RESOLVED to fund £300 for the shop.
The Playing Field are going to ask the Friendly Society for 50% for their grant.
The Council at the previous meeting had RESOLVED to pay the £520 annual box office fee for the Shop . The Council have however received correspondence from the Community Shop saying that the £520 has not been paid for five years. The Clerk checked the bank statements and confirmed this to be true.  The Parish Council recognised that this is an important community voluntary run organisation and want to continue to support this.
The Parish Council RESOLVED to fund the back payments for the missing years 2020-2024
Action - Clerk to ask Shop for invoices for the back payments of the £520 per year for past five years for auditing purposes and make the payments.
13. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
	The planning application has come through. A decision was made to have a public meeting before the application is discussed by the full council at the next meeting.  There will also be a planning meeting before the public meeting, involving some councillors and some of the Neighbourhood planning committee, to prepare for the public meeting. 
Councillors were reminded that they should not take up a position at the public meeting and should they do so they will have to declare it when meeting as a Parish Council to consider the planning application.
Provisional date for public meeting 23rd February 4-6pm
Action – Cllr Isherwood to find out if hall available on that date. Also to arrange pre-meeting with the Neighbourhood Planning Group.
Action – Clerk has asked Planning Officer for extension as original deadline was 20 February which is before our next meeting. An extension has now been offered to 10 March.
14.	Neighbourhood Plan.  
	Plan is progressing with the consultant but working group will be focussing on Roughmoor Lane for the next month or so.
15.	Brownfield site development working group
	No further updates or response from landowner at present.
16. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	Cllr Fletcher is arranging for the flooding emergency team to come and speak at the Village Hall and demonstrate equipment. We are on the list for them to attend but still waiting for them to give us a date.
17. 	External Lighting - update
	Concern about the various light sources of various types on different premises causing concern to local residents, such as motion sensors. 
Delayed for present, as urgent priority is speaking to Highways about safe crossing of A371. 
18. 	Dog Bins
	The location for the third bin at the Roughmoor Lane/Stoneleigh junction (which is council land) has been agreed by the various parties and can be installed.
Action - Cllr Colwill to alert Clerk when it has been installed so that Clerk can inform the contractors.
19. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	Flooding on Mares Lane.  Highways have been alerted and have said they will take action but not urgent.  It was agreed that Highways have got a great deal of flood damage to deal with across the county.  If problem still persists in 6 months it will be revisited.
Crow Lane flooding. Conduit broken in various places.  We have volunteers who have offered to repair the damage to the stream edges.
Request received to decorate phone box with inscribed film attached to window in memory of Jan Fisher.  The Council RESOLVED to approve this.
Action - the clerk to inform the family.
20.	Highways.  – No updates
21.  	Clerk’s Report
Microsoft 365 subscription has run out.  Council RESOLVED to renew subscription at price of £84.99
Also Council RESOLVED to buy 1TB back up disc rather than just relying on the One Drive alone
Action - Clerk to share Zoom password with other council members for village meetings
Action - Clerk to buy Microsoft 365 subscription and 1TB back up disc
22. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 28/01/2025
Current Account £5,625.76
Reserve Account £36,264.27
b. Expenditure

Stuart Todd Associates Consultancy fee		          £1618.48 (grant money)

ICO annual data protection fee				£35

Microbitz computers – printer repair and cartridges	£80.36

Westbury Footlights grant					£500

Westbury Community Shop Box Office contribution	£520

Clerk Salary January					£333.40

PAYE tax January						£46.20


c. Committed expenditure

WSM Community Shop Grant 				£300

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                  January  £30.77

The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
24.	Correspondence.    None
25.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
Tree group well underway with planting with 1000 trees to go before end March.
Playing Field have had to replace a lot of fencing.  New goalposts are in.  Glastonbury will not take place in 2026 as having a fallow year next year for the ground to recover. This will mean loss of income for the Playing Field.  
Village Hall looking for new chairman, but all is generally going well and they are breaking even. Puppet show will take place on Friday 14 March. 
The Strawberry Line have been suffering from graffiti. They are now considering creating a public art space.
26.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Confirming date for Annual Parish Meeting, provisionally 14 May.  
Roughmoor Lane Housing development  - updates
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 5th March, Wednesday 2nd April, Wednesday 7th May
Meeting closed 9.37pm
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