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+ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 8 January 2025, starting at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Buffy Fletcher, Penny Colwill, Maggie Beebee,  Adamos Euripodou

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 3 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Cllr Guy Timson, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor and also occasionally sits on the Planning Committee (not full-time member)
Cllr Guy Timson has previously declared an interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan group have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
Cllr Colwill declared an interest in the Shop grant
5.	Public Session – It was asked when the dog bin would be installed on Roughmoor Lane. The response was that the site has been agreed with all parties and it should be installed soon.

6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that the Council is still working through the financial challenges and are reducing the number of staff, selling assets and reducing services to make savings and balance the budget.  The Government grant for rural counties has been removed and currently there is more focus on Northern and urban areas of the country instead. The NHS is also struggling.  South West Ambulance Service recently declared a critical situation, as did Musgrove Park Hospital in Taunton. 
Planning: The Phosphate Issue continues but P credits are available to unlock more housing. The 2028 Local Plan is progressing and will be available for public comment soon. The Agratas project at the Gravity Site in Puriton is gaining ground with the new factory building being built. This £3-£4 billion investment by Tartar Steel will benefit the local economy. 
The Boundary Commission is looking at new Council boundaries – 110 unitary councillors are being reduced to 96, so each councillor will have more residents in their remit. Parish Councils will be invited to comment on the plans regarding boundaries.
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
The next meeting is on the 3rd February for the Highways Group.  Next full group meeting is on Tuesday 18th March
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Tickbox training on 21 November was unsuccessful.  Mark Smith to create training worksheets to train village group representatives.
Action:  Mark Smith to come up with training worksheets for using the Parish website
Action: Clerk to discuss other website options with councillors
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th December 2024, were agreed as true record and signed 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2024/2001/TCA at Owls Haunt Top Road – notification purposes only
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: bright 24 hr lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	Clerk emailed Enforcement again and they said that this case had already been closed.  Two members of staff involved have now left and the department could not provide further assistance without opening up a new case.	
Action:  Clerk to forward email to Cllr Wyke for consideration on next steps.
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
Councillors were informed that an outline planning application was likely in the next few months.
13.	Neighbourhood Plan. – The Council RESOLVED to approve the invoice from the consultant for £1618.48 including VAT for the first part of the consultancy charge which comes out of the Groundwork UK grant from last year.
Cllr Isherwood, Cllr Wyke and the Neighbourhood Planning working party have been trying to arrange a meeting regarding safe crossing of the A371 and this is currently awaiting a date.  The Council RESOLVED to give this committee delegated powers to liaise with the Highways Authority.
Action:  Clerk to forward email to Cllr Wyke to Kate Murdoch and Mike O’Dowd Jones regarding reducing the speed limit in part of the village to 20mph.
14.	Brownfield site development working group
No further action from the landowner other than recognising that they need to respond to the Parish Council.
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	Cllr Fletcher is arranging for the flooding emergency team to come and speak at the Village Hall and demonstrate equipment. We are on the list for them to attend but still waiting for them to give us a date.
Action: Clerk to speak to other local clerks when meeting with them on 12th February regarding drains, as paying Highways is costly and could be split with neighbouring parishes.  
16.	External Lighting - update
	Concern about the various light sources of various types on different premises causing concern to local residents, such as motion sensors. 
Action: Cllr Wyke to draft a statement to put in the Pew about light pollution in the village and Dark Skies policy
17. 	Community Grant Applications 
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 		(up to) £130.00
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Parish Council have already resolved to pay the Village Hall and Footlights Grants but have asked the Playing Field Committee and the Shop to ask for 50% or other suitable contribution/amount from the Friendly Society first, as the amounts exceed the Parish Council’s budget for applications.
The Council have also RESOLVED to pay the £520 annual box office fee for the Shop 
The Council have however received correspondence from the Community Shop saying that the £520 has not been paid for several years
Action: Final decision on Playing Field and Shop delayed until we know the outcome with the Friendly Society grant applications.
Action:  Clerk to check back over bank statements to find out when the annual box office fee was last paid.
18. 	Dog Bins
	The location for the third bin at the Roughmoor Lane/Stoneleigh junction has been agreed by the various parties and can be installed.
19. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	Concern has been raised regarding blocked drains.  The Local Community Network is currently looking at Parish Councils taking on this service from the Council.  
Action: Parish Council to log the blocked drain issue with the council as well
20.	Highways.  
	Cllr Wyke advised that work is going on in Bridgwater and Taunton to improve pedestrian access
The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with St Cuthbert Out Council regarding borrowing their SID and they would charge £5.00 per day and a safe location would have to be first agreed with Highways. There are also a number of conditions which must be met.
Action:  Parish Council to seek out volunteers to form a working group to become Chapter 8 trained and take on the work involved in organising the SID
21.  	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerk has now been in post for one year.  Decision needs to be made regarding taking the CiLCA qualification as it requires a significant number of hours.
Action:  Clerk and Cllr Isherwood to arrange date for Clerk’s annual review.
22. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 28/12/2024
Current Account £8,759.20
Reserve Account £36,233.50
b. Expenditure

WSM Village Hall Hire					£40

Clerk Salary December					£322.20

PAYE tax December					£46.40

c. Committed expenditure

d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                  December £27.77

The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
23. 	Budget Review and Precept Discussion  -  Clerk met with Cllr Isherwood and Cllr Wyke to propose a draft budget.  It was recommended to keep the precept at a similar level to the previous year to build reserves and pay for potential devolved council services which going forward we need to pay for, plus rising construction costs and inflation.  There will also be extra costs involved if the Brownfield Site acquisition goes ahead in addition to the £15000 already held in reserve for this. We are also planning to replace the village marquees, pay for the SID and it is possible we may need to buy a defibrillator if the current lease agreement does not continue. There is a large reserve being carried forward but a lot of this is already earmarked for specific projects which have not yet been carried out as detailed in the budget.
The council RESOLVED to approve the Precept amount for 2025-6 as £32,765.
24.	Correspondence.    None
25.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	Cllr Fletcher has a meeting with a National Landscapes Planning Representative to discuss the implications of the new Super Nature Reserve for planning applications.
26.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Updates on community grants.
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 5th February, Wednesday 5th March, Wednesday 2nd April, Wednesday 7th May
Meeting closed 9.10pm
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