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+ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 4th December 2024, starting at 7.45pm

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Buffy Fletcher, Penny Colwill, Maggie Beebee 

In attendance:  Rachel Spiller, Clerk
Public – 4 members present.

1. 	Welcome by the Chairman
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.	Apologies for Absence. 
	Cllr Adamos Euripodou, Cllr Guy Timson, Somerset Cllr Heather Shearer
3. 	Absent.  None
4.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Cllr Sue Isherwood has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters for four years (expires May 2027).
Cllr Beebee also has a written request for dispensation in relation to the Village Hall matters
Cllr Ros Wyke declared an interest as a Somerset Councillor.
Cllr Guy Timson declared an interest in the Brownfield Site.
All Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan have an ongoing dispensation
Cllr Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Brownfield Site
Cllr Isherwood declared an interest in the Village Hall and Footlights grants
Cllr Timson declared an interest in the Playing Field grant
Cllr Isherwood and Cllr Fletcher declared an interest in Planning Application 2024/0933/OUT   
5.	Public Session – Chris Langdon spoke on behalf of the Neighbourhood Planning Group re: access to the Brownfield Site on agenda item 14. Planning policy in Local Plan includes a requirement for safe pedestrian links to the core of the village from the Roughmoor Lane development. Planning and Highway officials have
agreed that this means that a safe crossing for pedestrians across the
A371 is a requirement of this policy.  However a letter sent to Highways in late October asking for an urgent meeting to discuss this, has received no response.
Furthermore, it is suggested that a pre-application is submitted to the council planners by the PC  to seek views on whether a planning application for village hub, parking and access of the scale envisaged by the Neighbourhood Planning Group would be viewed favourably
Finally there was a request to ask Highways to consider implementation of 20 mph zone. Should the criteria be met, the reduced speed limit would be allowed (after a Traffic Regulation Order) but the cost of the signage would be for the village to meet.
Action: Clerk to write letter to Council to request that the centre of Westbury-sub-Mendip is subject to a TRO to reduce the speed limit on the A371 to 20mph between two agreed points in the village. This can be sent to the Head of Highways Mike O’Dowd Jones and the Head of Planning Policy Kate Murdoch.
With regard to the prior discussion on safe crossing of the A371 and speed limits, Wookey have been borrowing a SID from St Cuthbert out and now have a grant to get their own, so we could ask if we can borrow one from St Cuthbert Out Parish Council.
Action: Clerk to ask St Cuthbert Out Parish regarding borrowing the SID to get documented evidence of speeds through the village and come back to Parish Council with a proposal and costing.
Action:  Clerk to chase up response to email sent to Highways by Cllr Isherwood
Action: Parish Council to seek views from Council planners on possible planning application for the village hub
6.	Somerset Councillor Reports.  
Cllr Ros Wyke reported that the Council is still working through the financial challenges and need to reduce the workforce by 450 posts, which, including voluntary redundancies and vacant posts will effectively mean 200 or so compulsory redundancies. There will be some reduction of services therefore, but also reductions of posts are due to improved IT systems and powers devolved to parish and town councils. Also there are 34 children locally needing foster homes, so more needs to be done to find families. New Council boundaries – 110 unitary councillors are being reduced to 96, so each councillor will have more residents in their remit.  Nationwide there is also regional devolution being discussed to create combined authorities. Money in next year’s budget needs to take into account PC taking on some extra services, such as gully and drain clearing.
Action: Clerk to communicate with other neighbouring parishes regarding sharing a contract for the clearing of gullies
Action: Cllr Wyke to forward information to Clerk to put something in the Pew regarding fostering
7.	Local Community Network Report.  
The last LCN meeting focused on flooding. Head of Somerset Rivers Authority attended. Highways group meeting was cancelled. There is an online meeting on Tuesday 10th if anyone would like to attend, the Clerk has the meeting link.
8. 	Report from Mark Smith the Webmaster Administrator.  
	Tickbox training on 21 November was unsuccessful.  Council is reluctant to take on the proposed Tickbox support package given the problems we are having with this supplier, so we will look at other options first.
Action:  Clerk and Mark Smith to liaise regarding training and whether we can train village groups in house with the basics.
Action: Clerk to write to Tickbox about out lack of confidence in the service and also to discuss other website options with councillors
9.	The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th November 2024, were agreed as true record and signed 
10.	Planning Applications 
· 2024/0933/OUT   Application for Outline Planning Permission with some matters reserved for 1no. dwellinghouse with details of access. Land At Quarry Farm, Broad Road, Westbury Sub Mendip
Cllr Wyke took the Chair for this item only, as Cllr Isherwood had declared an interest.  Cllrs Fletcher and Isherwood left the room for this item. The items under consideration were the idea in principle of a dwelling house and also access arrangements.

The Council RESOLVED to recommend REFUSAL on the grounds that access would be dangerous, the development would be outside of the development borders of the village, the building would also be visible from the Mendip Hills AONB, designated a Super Nature Reserve, contrary to local policy and other applications have been refused on the same grounds, so there is a need for a consistent approach. The site is also near a site of geological importance and a site of archaeological importance.  The council recognised that the individual has been living in a caravan on the site for several years with associated dwelling rights.
· 2024/2001/TCA at Owls Haunt Top Road – notification purposes only
11.	Planning Applications – Responses to be noted from Somerset Council
 a. 	None received
 b. 	2013/0055 Enforcement enquiry re: bright 24 hr lighting on Perch Hill Vineyard agricultural building in Top Road.  
	No updates
Action:  Clerk to send another email to Enforcement Officer
12. 	Roughmoor Lane Housing Development  
Councillors were informed that an outline planning application was likely in the next few months.
13.	Neighbourhood Plan. – Our delegated NP working group is in the position of writing a draft document to get informal comment from Council Planning Dept, then plan to produce formal document in the Spring, followed by examination and referendum. 
14.	Brownfield site development working group.  – The agents, Savills, are re-inforcing the fencing as there are individuals camping on the site. This is the responsibility of the Church Commissioners as landowner. There are still active negotiations going on with the Church Commission.
15. 	Flood Mitigation – update
	Cllr Fletcher is arranging for the Flooding emergency team to come and speak at the Village Hall and demonstrate equipment. We are on the list for them to attend. They can also go to individual houses to advise at cost of £300 but Somerset Council will subsidise 80% of this. Village Hall session is free of charge apart from hall hire. Anyone affected by flooding should report each instance to make Somerset Council aware.
Many blocked drains in village.  Highways will charge to clear if not on their list.
The council RESOLVED to pay for the hire of the Village Hall for the proposed meeting.
Action: Clerk to complain to Highways on behalf of the Parish Council regarding blocked drains on A371 as it is very dangerous in heavy rain.
Action: Clerk to contact other local clerks re: drains, as paying Highways is costly and could be split with neighbouring parishes.
16.	External Lighting - update
	Concern about the various light sources of various types on different premises causing concern to local residents, such as motion sensors. 
Action: Cllr Wyke to draft a statement to put in the Pew about light pollution in the village and Dark Skies policy
17. 	Community Grant Applications 
Cllr Wyke took the Chair for this item only, as Cllr Isherwood had declared an interest in two grants
The Parish Council received the following Community Grants requests
Village Playing Field	£1800.00
Village Hall 		(up to) £130.00
Village Shop 		   £600
Westbury-sub-Mendip Footlights  £500
The Parish Council are minded to fund these grants in principle but have asked the Playing Field Committee and the Shop to ask for 50% or other suitable contribution/amount from the Friendly Society first, as the amounts exceed the Parish Council’s budget for applications.
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Footlights Grant and the Village Hall grant
The Council RESOLVED to continue to fund the Box office contribution for the shop at £520 per annuum in addition to the grants.
Action: Final decision on Playing Field and Shop delayed until we know the outcome with the Friendly Society grant applications.
18. 	Dog Bins
	Road Records are still querying the What 3 Words locations sent by Clerk as they think location of the current bins is different to their plans.
Action: Cllr Wyke to share location mapping tool with Clerk
19. 	Concerns raised by village residents.
	Bush in square has been cut back but need to check if village residents are happy with it or if more needs doing. We have received a quote if still needed which the Council RESOLVED to approve in principle (Up to £390)
Action: Cllr Isherwood has since checked with residents, who still want the whole area properly dealt with and overall height of bush reduced, so Clerk to commission the work as per previous quote.
20.	Highways.  
	Road closures A303 / Pill Bridge Lane Bridge survey works – various dates December - January
21.  	Clerk’s Report
	Included 2024 pay award information from NALC previously circulated
22. 	Finance
a. Bank Balances at 28/12/2024
Current Account £9,667.25
Reserve Account £36,205.73
b. Expenditure

WSM Village Hall Hire					£50

c. Committed expenditure

Clerk Salary November					£420.45 net
(Includes £379.60 salary plus Back Pay April - October £108.85 = £488.45 gross before tax)

PAYE tax November					£68.00


d. Receipts                   Bank Interest:                  November £32.70
			£320.85
The Council RESOLVED to approve the above receipts and payments
23. 	Budget Review and Precept Discussion  -  Clerk to meet with Cllr Isherwood and Cllr Wyke to discuss budget before January meeting when it will be finalised.  It was suggested to keep the precept at same level as previous year to build reserves and pay for potential devolved council services and due to rising costs and inflation
24.	Correspondence.    None
25.	Verbal Updates from Community Groups
	Tree group reported lack of frost has delayed trees shedding their leaves. Village Hall reported success of film programme but Moviola putting prices up, which will affect current small surplus.
26.	Matters to report / items for next agenda  
Precept and budget discussion, updates on community grants.
Date and time of Next meetings – to be held in the Village Hall. 
Wednesday 8th January, Wednesday 5th February, Wednesday 5th March
Meeting closed at 9.35pm
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