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Covid restrictions – the latest 
OST PEOPLE will be aware that there 

was some relaxation of Covid 

restrictions on 21st June but that 

most precautions remain in place. The 

relaxations related to weddings and funerals, 

visits to care homes and some residential visits 

for groups of children.  In broad terms it is now 

possible to organise 

celebrations involving 

over 30 people either 

outdoors or in Covid-

secure venues up to the 

limit of that venue. In 

practice anyone wanting 

to organise such an 

event needs to consult 

the official guidance 

which was updated on 

21 June 2021. 

The Church continues to 

be open for a service at 

11.00 am each Sunday 

observing all official 

guidance for track and 

trace, sanitising and 

social distancing. The 

Covid-safe capacity continues to be 30 but the 

arrangement of people can vary according to 

the type of service. For enquiries, please 

contact Linda Mogford [(870817) 

Other restrictions such as limiting indoor 

meetings at home to six people or two 

households will continue in place until at least 

19th July. We cannot expect to see changes in 

arrangements in the shop, pub or school 

before that date. Organisations wanting to use 

the village hall need to talk through 

arrangements with Peter 

Bright (870640) since 

numbers are limited more 

by what people might be 

doing than by a specific 

numerical limit. 

We assume that by now 

most people will have made 

their own arrangements to 

live within the restrictions 

that we have become used 

to and there is less need to 

emphasise the support 

services that groups of 

volunteers have put in 

place. We do still need to 

look out for each other, 

however, and if anyone 

feels that a neighbour might 

be in need of extra support, please feel free to 

contact one of us in the first instance. 

Sue Reece 870618 

Mick Fletcher 870531

M 

July 2021 

Photo by Marjan Blan on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@marjan_blan
https://unsplash.com/
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Rewilding – and the benefits of 

neglect
HE WHOLE BASIS of rewilding should be 

to put nature in the driving seat of its own 

recovery. 

In the past we have focussed on a nature 

conservation model which has used as its main 

tool human management, and very often blind 

management. That has meant that we have 

allowed works on land without fully knowing 

what is actually living there, so the management 

becomes a must do, tick box operation.   

Rewilding should offer a new way forward – an 

opportunity for some neglect, but with science 

backing. In this way we can constantly monitor 

the pros and cons of the apparent neglect so 

that management, when 

needed, can be based on 

what nature is 

establishing. We can 

also use nature itself to 

help us manage by 

establishing some 

keystone species of 

which many may have 

been lost to the UK.  

There’s no greater 

example of this than the 

excellent Beaver 

reintroduction projects. 

Beavers are superb 

water engineers, and 

can and are being used in flash flood areas to 

slow waters down from hillside rivers to flood 

plains where human settlements maybe 

affected.  A species like Beaver will also create 

and manage the water area vegetation, 

meaning that its literally bringing back from the 

brink species that may be scarce or unable to 

establish in an area.  

This is exactly what Devon Wildlife Trust found 

with their three-hectare Beaver experiment on 

Dartmoor. The plan was to recreate the rare 

Culm grasslands using Beaver as the main tool. 

Yet even in the early stages of this work, it was 

found that Beavers were not only creating new 

areas for amphibians, but also increasing the 

insect diversity by the new Beaver created 

pools. Furthermore, the area of willow scrub 

that was detrimentally affecting the potential of 

Culm grass was not irradiated but coppiced by 

the Beavers. This allowed more light and the 

grasslands began to recover.  

There are many other species that can help 

manage our countryside. Indeed, much has 

been written about how traditional farmland 

breeds, now classed as rare, can help manage 

in a rewilded landscape. 

On a local level there’s 

much that we can do and 

already we have seen 

changes taking place with 

public pressure forcing 

councils to rethink their 

grass cutting regimes on 

road side verges, parks 

and cemeteries. Again we 

must take care to record 

these changes and species 

benefit so that good citizen 

science can be used to 

inform the community 

about the species that are benefiting local tax 

payers by saving money on constant cutting and 

other maintenance. This is all part of showing 

councils that the local community are being 

effective and proactive in a national effort 

towards nature recovery targets.  

Lastly, a word on trees. In my own town I called 

on the local council to increase the urban tree 

cover by 30 per cent. This was agreed, but sadly 

the council rejected our idea of using local trees 

from seed or saplings that would be normally  

T 

Photo by Annie Spratt on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/s/photos/annie-spratt
https://unsplash.com/
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destroyed and involving the whole community 

in a ground up initiative. Instead they decided 

upon a top down approach, bring the trees in 

from the outside, even planting trees with a sea 

of plastic guards right next to existing woodland 

in an effort described by one national tree 

expert as “greenwashing”. 

By far the best way to avoid disease issues, is 

to allow natural regeneration. Any tree planting 

that does take place should be done with local 

sourced trees adopted by the community and 

then planted in sites the community have 

agreed. This ensures that everyone becomes a 

part of this project.     

How lovely it was just recently to catch up with 

Mick and Buffy and to find them growing locally 

sourced trees for Westbury-sub-Mendip.      

Happy rewilding ... 

Chris Sperrin 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

From little seeds ... 
Westbury Community Tree Group 

 

NCE A MONTH a small 

gang of dedicated 

volunteer gardeners 

congregates at Court House 

Farm to continue the work 

creating the village Tree 

Nursery. Much hard graft 

ensues. Over the past few 

months the nettles have been 

cleared, the old pig styes swept 

out, mounds of unclassifiable 

vegetable debris sifted 

through, and nursery beds 

created. One of the new beds 

now has a wind break to 

protect the young saplings, and 

a second bed is filling up with 

seedlings that have been 

propagated in various gardens 

around the village.  

In total our stock now numbers 

some 500 young trees.  

Some members of the group 

recently visited a tree nursery 

in Devon, which has now been 

operating for about a decade.  

They returned home inspired 

with some new ideas.  One of 

these is a system of using planks 

of wood to create an edge to the 

beds.  These planks, laid 

horizontally and inserted upright 

a small way into the ground, go 

some way to offering basic 

protection from weed 

encroachment, from wind, and 

from accidental damage to the 

bed edges.   

So the group is now on the look-

out for a supply of such planks.  

The kind of thing needed is a 

good strong piece of wood such 

as is used for planking on 

scaffolding.  If anyone is aware 

of how we can easily and cheaply 

find a local supply of redundant 

scaffolding planks or similar, the 

Tree Group would be very 

pleased to hear about this. 

Buffy Fletcher

O 

Baby trees awaiting planting 
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Into the wild! 
 

 

 

OLLOWING AN EVENING TALK on 

‘Wilding Somerset’ by the Somerset 

Wildlife Trust (SWT), as to which see 

above, there was discussion about how 

Westbury could benefit from some rewilding 

ideas. 

It occurred to a group of WI members that we 

could start by bringing awareness of what has 

been lost locally. 

We are planning to research maps of the locality 

spanning a significant time period, to discover 

what changes have taken place, for example 

replacing orchards with housing.  

Our plan is to have a display of information in 

the Village Hall when circumstances permit. 

Meanwhile if you have any information or 

photographs that might be if interest, please 

could you let Sylvia Healey know. 

We plan to follow this up with a talk from Team 

Wilder of the SWT in the autumn, with the view 

of learning how, by all making small changes, 

we could make a much larger difference to the 

habitat of our wildlife. 

 

Sue Reece

F 
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Mendip funding available to support community projects and eco ideas  
 

Mendip District Council has launched two new funds to support the recovery and rebuilding of our villages, 
towns and city,  post-COVID. 
 
One fund is for community-focused ideas. The other is for climate and ecological emergency projects.  
 
Any voluntary, community or not-for-profit organisation can apply for the funding – and any city, town, and 
parish council can too! 
 
Applications are open now. They close at midnight on 31 August 2021. 
 
 

Fund 1: Mendip Communities Fund 
 
The Communities Fund is aimed at projects that improve and support communities.  
 
For example, you may want to improve your community facilities, halls and meeting spaces, or boost financial 
or digital inclusion in your city, town or village.  
 
Perhaps you’d like to promote physical and mental wellbeing. 
 
Maybe you want to expand your volunteering schemes or training courses, or encourage accessibly to the arts, 
creativity, and our heritage.  
 
This list is not exhaustive; we hope to encourage a range of projects that reflect local needs and aspirations, 
have lasting benefits for the community, and support the Council's Corporate Priorities. 
www.mendip.gov.uk/corporateplan 
 
The amount of money available for this particular fund is £350,000 in total.  
 
Groups can apply for up to £2,000 (for smaller projects) or up to £30,000 for larger schemes. 
 
 
APPLY HERE: The Communities Fund www.mendip.gov.uk/cf  
 
 

http://www.mendip.gov.uk/corporateplan
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/cf
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Fund 2: Mendip Climate and Ecological Emergency Fund 
 
Mendip District Council has also put aside £50,000 for the Climate and Ecological Emergency Fund, where 
community organisations can apply for up to £2,000 to fund eco projects.  
 
Applications for this fund must demonstrate how projects impact on net-carbon emissions and/or the ecological 
benefits to the community. 
 
Projects that demonstrate collaborative working and wider benefits across parishes, towns and localities will be 
considered favourably, but will be judged on the contribution towards Mendip’s Climate Emergency targets as 
laid out in the Corporate Plan. 
 www.mendip.gov.uk/corporateplan 
 
Suitable areas for projects include transport (greater use of active or public transport, lessening need for cars), 
renewable energy, energy efficiency of buildings, low carbon economy, reduced waste (e.g. repair and share), 
food and land use (sustainable food production, tree planting), education and information. 
 
APPLY HERE: Climate and Ecological Emergency Fund www.mendip.gov.uk/ccf 
 
Applications for both funds close at midnight on 31 August 2021. 
 
 
We do hope you can spread the news of this exciting financial support from the District Council.  We want to 
help as many people as possible, and are looking forward to receiving innovative projects and ideas over the 
coming weeks. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

Cllr Ros Wyke

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.mendip.gov.uk/corporateplan
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/ccf
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It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got 

that swing ... 
NSURING SAFETY at the playing field is, 

of course, the essential aim of the RGPFT 

committee. In 

June every year, the 

site is inspected by 

RoSPA (Royal Society 

for the Prevention of 

Accidents) at a cost of 

around £250. A report 

is produced which 

details those works 

deemed essential and 

those that may 

become an issue in 

the future.  

Last year’s report 

noted that the top bar 

of the swings had 

corroded extensively 

and the chains and 

seats had also deteriorated. Hardly surprising, 

as the swings were the first item installed in the 

late 1970s – following a bequest from the late 

Robert Glanvile which enabled the Parish 

Council to purchase the land.  

As you may well know, stewarding at the 

Glastonbury Festival has been a primary source 

of income for the 

committee which 

has enabled us to  

buy a number of 

installations over 

the past twenty 

years including 

climbing frames, 

skatepark and, of 

course, the all-

weather surface. It 

has also provided 

the funds with 

which to maintain 

the playing field 

and to redress any 

issues raised in the 

RoSPA reports. 

Sadly, the festival 

has been cancelled for two years now due to the 

Covid pandemic and our funds have been 

seriously depleted – our stewards are feeling 

somewhat nostalgic this particular weekend! 

 

E 

The swings in the late 70s 

Do you recognise these faces? It's always been good fun being a member of the 

Playing Field Committee 
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After sandblasting 

 

After painting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cont’d from page 8 

The committee is therefore extremely grateful 

to the Parish Council for funding the recent 

refurbishment of the swings.  

The swing frame was sandblasted to remove the 

corrosion, and new bolts, chains and seats were 

purchased. The frame was then painted by 

committee members Guy Timson and Cathy 

Wilkins – and will now, hopefully, last another 

forty years! 

Please help us raise funds by joining up to our 

100 Club. 

Helen West 

       And it's still fun being on the committee 

ROBERT GLANVILE PLAYING 

FIELD TRUST 

An invitation to join our 100 Club 

2021-22 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who supports 

the playing field by contributing to our 100 

Club.  We are also grateful to the Friendly 

Society and to the Parish Council who 

stepped in to fund essential repairs to the 

swings. 

Together with funds from stewarding at the 

Glastonbury Festival, and our annual quiz, 

the 100 Club is a key source of income for 

the playing field trust. The 100 Club is the 

one initiative we can definitely hold and our 

licence has just been renewed. The first 

draw of the 2021-2022 will be made in July. 

The cost per person is £12 per year. 

The first draw will be in July so if you wish 

to be included please make payment by 17 

July.  Winners’ names will be on the village 

website and in The PEW each month and 

prizes distributed to winners. There is a 1st 

prize of £20 and 2nd prize of £10 each 

month. 

For full details as to how to take part:  

click here and scroll to the 100 Club entry. 

Jan Ward 

https://westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk/news/
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The Westbury-sub-Mendip  

Scarecrow Competition 

 

 

It’s time to build those scarecrows 

Design your scarecrow with a “traffic calming” theme 

Entry forms and competition rules will be available from the village shop and website  

 

Take your scarecrow to Court House Farm by 19th July where 

judging will take place before the creations are strategically 

positioned around the village. 

Not a day goes by without vehicles being driven excessively fast through our village. It is not just on the main 

road that this happens. Reports of speeding traffic in other parts of Westbury have become commonplace. 

Speeding through the village has long been of concern so in an effort to create awareness and, hopefully, slow 

traffic down we have launched a scarecrow competition. We are encouraging people to make scarecrows that 

will encourage drivers to be more considerate and lower their speed when driving through the village. 

Children at the school are already on board and are, we hear, excited to be taking part. The competition is 

open to all and there will be prizes to be won. 

 

https://westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/
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Staying in touch 
Chair 
Sue Isherwood  
sueisherwood9@gmail.com    
01749 870457 
 
Vice Chair   
Ros Wyke  
cllr.wyke@mendip.gov.uk        
01749 870347 
 
Buffy Fletcher             
buffyfletcher@hotmail.com    
01749 870531 
 
John Millbank             
johnmillbo@btinternet.com 
07768 465515 
 
Sue Reece                    
suereece1@btinternet.com    
01749 870618 
 
Guy Timson                 
guytimson@hotmail.com       
07885 025755 
 
Jo Tucker                      
jo.poplarfarm@gmail.com       
01749 870120 
 
Clerk 
Kate Egan 
clerk@westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk 
01749 343910 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Martin West 
martin_west@btinternet.com 
01749 870009 
 

At last – an historic right 

of way re-established 

 

SOME OF YOU may have noticed that the 

footpath sign pointing across Court House Farm 

lawn from the stile opposite the community shop 

has been refurbished. More importantly, this 

signals that the path which leads through the farm 

and then to Rodney Stoke, across the large field 

behind Mortar Pits, has been reopened. This is 

after many years of blockage by a slurry pit, 

created by a previous owner. 

Many thanks to Guy and Evelyn Timson for 

agreeing to the reestablishment of the path and 

joining with our Colin Booth, the parish Rights of 

Way Officer, to chase the Church Commissioners 

and Somerset County Council to get agreement 

and a new stile between their land and the Church 

Commissioners. 

It was great to see a small party of ramblers using 

the path only last weekend.  

If there are other existing paths parishioners 

would like to see reinvigorated or if you would like 
to see some new paths, for instance between 
Westbury and Easton, then please let me know.  

 
Sue Isherwood 

Chair Westbury sub Mendip PC 
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