

Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council Annual Meeting

Wednesday 2nd January, 2019, 7:30pm

Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Ros Wyke, Peter Bright, Jo Tucker, Sue Reece, Marie Marshall

In Attendance:  the Clerk Matthew Cheney

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Tony Shepherd

2. Declarations of interests and dispensations
Cllr Wyke as a Member involved in the consideration and determination of
planning applications by Mendip District Council, declares that the views
expressed by her at Parish Council meetings on any particular proposal are
based on the evidence available to her at the time, and is provisional only.
She will not be bound by any recommendation made by the Parish Council on
any proposal, and will consider any matter afresh in connection with any
application which comes before her in her capacity as a Member of Mendip
District Council, taking all further evidence into account.

Cllr Wyke declared an interest in item 10), as a neighbouring resident

Cllr Bright declared an interest in item 8) as a board member (chair) for the Village Hall.

Cllr Isherwood declared an interest in them 8) as a board member for the Village Hall.

Cllr Reece declared an interest in item 8) as a board member for the Community Shop.

Cllr Tucker declared an interest in item 8) as a board member for the Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust.
3. Minutes

Amendment required: Re: Noticeboard refurbishment: Lorraine Watkins had offered to refurbish noticeboards previously, rather than Lorraine had carried out previous refurbishment.

Action: Clerk to amend minutes as above.

Resolved: the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 7th November 2018 were signed as a correct record.
4. Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor
No report received from the Somerset County Councillor
Mendip District Councillor (Ros Wyke) report: 

a)Website: Improvements to the MDC website are still in progress.
b)Income generation: Efforts to generate income through purchases of retail property and leasing to retailers, and other forms of income generation are continuing.
c) Planning: Local Plan Pt2 is due to go to the Planning Inspectorate and then for consultation during 2019.
d) Somerset County Council: SCC is due to ‘survive’ the financial year, rather than have central government step in, as budget cuts have threatened core service delivery. SCC still needs to save a further £17m and the anticipated further cuts to various services could have a significant impact, particularly on vulnerable residents locally.
5. Clerk’s Report 

a) Speed Indicator Device: Rodney Stoke PC have recently provided an update: a working group met in Nov 2018 to investigate options for shared purchase or lease of SID. Purchase option is favoured, and more advanced models which include Automatic Number Plate Recognition ruled out as too expensive. Potential to share device between Axbridge, Cheddar, Rodney Stoke and Westbury-sub-Mendip Parish Councils. 
Action: Clerk to continue to liaise with Rodney Stoke Parish Clerk and provide Speed Indicator Device update at next meeting.

b) Noticeboards: Refurbishment is underway, currently Parish noticeboard shop is being refurbished (and shop noticeboard is being used for Parish notices in interim). Shop noticeboard and other Parish noticeboards due to be refurbished one-by-one imminently.
6. Roads:

a) Lynch Lane and Broad Road closures:
Also various other local road closures planned (as per notice received by email) over coming months which relate to Gigaclear (broadband) works.
Action: Clerk to put up notices in Parish noticeboards outlining planned road closures in advance.
b) Section of A371 closure
According to Road Closures webpage, the road is due to fully reopen on January 4th 2019 (page last updated on 20th December 2018).

c) Winter Maintenance Update
SCC have reversed decision to withdraw grit provision across the area, in recognition that the notice period was relatively short and it could be challenging for Parishes to respond in time. Grit bins which currently need refilling will be refilled, but if additional grit is required there are charges outlined (as per previous Winter Maintenance report).
d) County Wide Parking Review
This would not directly affect parking within the Parish, but Councillors noted that if SCC imposed further restrictions on parking in Wells (for example an extensive residents-parking scheme), then this would have a significant impact on non-residents of Wells who regularly visit the city, for example people who commute into Wells from the surrounding area, shoppers and other visitors.

7. Truespeed Broadband Update

Tony Najdoski of Truespeed provided an update: there is still currently insufficient uptake for households signing up to Truespeed’s broadband service provision – approximately 30% of households would need to sign up, and currently 50 more properties within the Parish need to sign up to make this viable. Truespeed ‘Community Champions’ are currently actively liaising with local residents and businesses to encourage people to sign up. Tony reported that Truespeed are planning to concentrate on promoting and rolling out the service to this part of Somerset over the coming months, focussing especially on settlements between Cheddar and Wells, and is optimistic that there will be sufficient interest in this Parish to reach the viability threshold.
8. Footpaths’ Officer 


The Council is looking for a new Footpaths’ Officer and the Chair requested that Councillors consider a person living locally who could be nominated for this voluntary position.
Action: Councillors to consider potential candidates to nominate as Footpaths’ Officer, for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting.

9.Grant Applications for the Parish Council to consider:
Community Shop: application for £520

Village Hall: application for £100

Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust: application for £700.
Resolved: To grant the following funding: £520 to Community Shop, £250 to Village Hall, and £700 to Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust. The Council is open to accepting any late applications by 31st January 2019 as there are funds still currently available within the grants budget allocation.

10. Bus Shelter Extension Proposal
There is concern that the current main bus shelter in the Parish (by the Cross) is not large enough, especially for school children, who often have to stand outside in adverse weather as a result. Proposal to use 2019/20 project budget to build an extended shelter. There was discussion over logistics of doing this, and whether there would be adequate space on this site, and whether a larger shelter could be situated elsewhere along this stretch of road.
Action: Clerk to write to County Councillor to ask for advice on how this issue could be resolved and how the County Council could assist with this process.

11. Planting of leylandii on Perch Hill


Leylandii have apparently been planted at this site and there was discussion of concerns that this species would have a detrimental visual impact on the area. 


The council understands indirectly that the land owner had stated that the trees were only a hedge to protect a vineyard and the trees are not expected to grow very high. Others have stated that the trees were planted too far apart for a hedge and the non-native species is known to grow quickly and high.

The Council is investigating whether this planting might be in breach of planning policies relating to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Conservation Area (which approximately half of this site lies within).

12. Planning
Planning Applications to Consider
2018/2970/TCA: Proposed works to a tree in a conservation area:- T1 - Horse Chestnut - Fell. Location: The Old Horse And Groom The Square Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HJ
Resolved: The Council does not object to the above planning application, and welcomes the proposal to plant a replacement tree on this site.
2018/2774/FUL: Proposed erection of a stand-alone residential annexe. Location: The Homestead Hannahs Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1JD

(Extension granted on consultation until 4th January 2019)

There was lengthy discussion over the potential impact of this proposed development, with Councillors expressing various concerns relating to potential detrimental impacts of this development on neighbours and also on the wider area. Councillors also expressed potential benefits of this proposed development. 
Resolved: The Council does not object to this planning application, but wishes to express the following concerns:
· The proposed development could have a detrimental impact on neighbourhood amenity.
Although the Parish Council notes that the proposed development would be smaller than the previously proposed development (which was withdrawn), and so some effort seems to have been made at addressing local concerns about that proposed development, this new proposal would still have an impact on neighbouring properties and on the character of the village.
· The proposed development could likely result in increased traffic to the property (from both residents of the Homestead and proposed annexe and visitors), and this could put pressure on the limited on-street parking available.

· This is particularly important as the Homestead is immediately adjacent to the village hall which is heavily used by members of the community and has no designated parking of its own.
The Parish Council notes that the proposed development does claim to address parking issues through providing sufficient parking space and turning room for multiple vehicles within the site. 
· The proposed development could be detrimental to road safety.
The Council wishes to highlight the limited manoeuvring space within the site, the narrowness of Hannahs Lane, the limited visibility when entering and exiting this site, and the potential for multiple vehicles to be entering and exiting. 

There are various potentially hazardous scenarios introduced by this proposed development, relating to these issues and the increased traffic which this development could generate.
· The Council understands that the property would remain as a single entity, and that a separate planning consent would need to be acquired if in the future there was a plan to split the Homestead and annexe into separate entities.
If the site was to be split into two separate entities then this could have numerous detrimental impacts on neighbours and the wider community. Councillors would have serious concerns in that scenario.
Action: Clerk to write and send comment letters for the two above planning applications, by 4th January 2019.
Mendip D.C. Decisions
2018/2738/TCA: Works to trees within a Conservation Area: 27 Back Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells Somerset BA5 1HZ: TPO not required
2018/2519/CLE: Application for an Existing Lawful Development Certificate for use as, (Class C3), Residential Dwelling. Second Schedule: Land At Erlong Lane Hollybrook Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1EU: Lawful Use Approved.
2018/0683/FUL (April 2018): Erection of warehouse and classroom building Location: Westbury Quarry Westbury Drove Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HT: Approved with Conditions
13. Finance

a) Payments to approve
Defibrillator fitting payment: £123.00

Clerk Oct-Dec salary + expenses £660.35

Clerk CILCA training course £468.00

Village Hall meeting room charges £48.00
Resolved: The Council authorised the above payments.

Action: Clerk to process the above payments.
c) 2019 Precept Options
Councillors requested several amendments to the proposed budget produced by the Clerk: to add an ‘End of Year 2018-19’ budget forecast, to amend proposed precept increase to a 2% rise, as the proposed 4.3% increase was seen as unjustifiably high, to examine individual budget lines in more detail in order to produce a more accurate proposed budget, to make formatting and other minor amendments to make the spreadsheet clearer.
Resolved: The Precept for 2019/20 to be set with a 2% increase on the previous year’s precept.

Action: Clerk to amend the proposed budget spreadsheet as above and to send to Councillors.

Action: Clerk to send Precept Form to MDC before the mid January deadline.
14. Correspondence & reports on Meetings Attended, including Public Nuisance Issues:
RW reported that the Neighbourhood Plan sub-group had met again in November 2018. There is still a need to locate a company or individual to assist with survey work, in order to progress with this process, and the search for a suitable company/ individual is ongoing. The need to formalise sub-group arrangements and formalise clerking of this group was also noted.

15. Notices
16. Items for next agenda: to include Public Nuisance, Footpath’s Officer, Dog Bins, Bus Shelter Extension, Emergency Plan

17. Dates of future meetings (Wednesdays, Village Hall, 7:30pm unless otherwise stated): 

6 February 2019

6 March 2019

3 April2019

8 May 2019 (6:00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting)

Signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 

Signature................................................................Date.................
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Clerk – Mathew Cheney




21/01/2019 

87 Belmont Road, Bristol BS6 5AR


Tel: 


Email:  Clerk@westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk

