



Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 25th October, 2017, 7:30pm
Village Hall
Present: Cllrs Tony Shepherd (Chairman), Ros Wyke, Peter Bright, Jo Tucker (part meeting, to item 7)), Sue Isherwood, Marie Marshall (from election at item 6)
In Attendance: the Clerk Mark Smith, County Cllr Graham Noel
In the Public Session before the meeting three members of the public were present. Objections to the planning application 2017/2299/FUL at Shamrock Stables were made. 

MINUTES
1. Apologies for Absence
PCSO Nicola Housley, PCSO Susan Buxton, Cllr Sue Reece
2. Declarations of Interests 
1. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
Cllr Wyke as a Member involved in the consideration and determination of planning applications by Mendip District Council, declares that the views expressed by her at Parish Council meetings on any particular proposal are based on the evidence available to her at the time, and is provisional only. She will not be bound by any recommendation made by the Parish Council on any proposal, and will consider any matter afresh in connection with any application which comes before her in her capacity as a Member of Mendip District Council, taking all further evidence into account.
2. To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests, or personal and prejudicial interests (if any)

3. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

3. Minutes 
It was resolved to sign the minutes of the 27th September 2017 as a correct record.
4. Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor
1. County Councillor Graham Noel reported that the County’s four year plan was being updated; the January budget was being prepared; a response to the OFSTED report on Children’s Services was underway.
Cllr Noel was asked if the County could provide input into the Service redesign at Weston General Hospital, conducted by North Somerset. Cllr Noel suggested that residents should write to North Somerset.

2. District Cllr Ros Wyke reported that Mendip DC had borrowed £40 million in order to generate income to fill the gap created by the withdrawal of central government funding.
5. The Clerk Reported:

1. The Church Wardens thanked the resident who had strimmed the WS13/16 footpath between Crow Lane and Top Road. This was done under Friendly Society auspices, which exists to increase understanding of, and civic pride in, our village . No maintenance plan existed. The Parish Council also noted its thanks to the resident.
2. The Hinckley ‘C’ Community Fund was open for nominations, from Parish Councils and Individuals. It was resolved that the Parish Council should support the dedication of funds to open the Strawberry Line multi-user path between Cheddar and Wells along the line of the old railroad. The A371 was increasingly feeling the effect of increased traffic from the Hinkley ‘C’ work, from all the associated businesses that had been established around Bridgwater as well as from the main contractors. A multi-user path would promote health, and would take pedestrians and cyclists off the narrow A371 improving safety for all. The web-link is http://somersetrcc.org.uk/hinkleyconsultation/ and closes on 6th November.
3.  A planning application 2017/2352/FUL for an extension to one of the Industrial Park units was likely to be delivered to Westbury by Mendip shortly. The Clerk will ask for an extension to allow discussion at the meeting on 29th November. The applicant’s agent, Lee Wright, has requested to address the Council and has confirmed that 29th November is an acceptable date.
6. Parish Councillor Vacancy
The Co-option vote was preceded by a question and answer opportunity for candidates and Councillors. 

Following the Q&A, the vote to co-opt was taken. There was support for both candidates, but Marie Marshall was co-opted with an ‘absolute majority’ of those voting, as required.
Marie Marshall signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, and took her seat as Parish Councillor.

It was resolved that Liza Lovell should be invited to join the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.
The Chairman thanked both candidates for their applications, and their offers to work for the good of the community.

7. Westbury Inn Report 
The Directors of the Westbury Community Pub Ltd have advised the Parish Council that the ownership of the Westbury Inn now lies with Tee Time Catering. The Clerk was asked to invite the landlord Andrew (Andy) Jones to an informal meeting with some councillors to discuss the currently suspended registration as a community asset.
8. Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Report
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman met with a Housing Needs Survey consultant from Somerset Community Foundation on the 2nd October. The possibility of conducting two surveys was discussed, the first survey being a general survey for all residents, and the second being an Affordable Housing Needs survey for those who wished to take part. The next step was for the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group to draft the questions needed for the first survey. The Clerk will consult with Mendip regarding their input to the work.
9. New Litter bins (Mortar Pits, Roughmoor Lane) Report

It was resolved that Arien Signs of Cheddar should be asked to install the new litter bin by the south side of Mortar Pits bus stop shelter, and the dog waste bin on the south side of Roughmoor Lane between the playing field car park and Croft Lane. The next step is to apply for a licence from Somerset County Council to install the bins on the public highway verge.
10. Notice Boards Report

It was resolved to ask Graham Glasson to revise his quote for refurbishment to include the white notice board in Stoneleigh. Two residents were suggested as possible restorers for the white lettering on two of the boards. The next step is to approach these residents to ask them for quotes for the lettering work.

11. A371 HGV usage, and village backroads traffic volumes Report, in response to the Email from Cllr Noel and Christopher Betty, Somerset Highways Traffic Management.
There will be a meeting at Rodney Stoke Parish Council on 16 November at which the Westbury Chairman, the District Councillor and representatives from St Cuthbert Out Parish Council will meet to discuss traffic issues. A request for a 30 mph speed limit between Westbury and Rodney Stoke will be considered.

A relevant document, used by County Highways as guidance, is the ‘Setting Local Speed Limits’ document last updated 2013 by the Department for Transport. Section 6 sets out the advice for 20 mph speed limits and zones. An important consideration is whether the mean speed is 24 mph or lower, with natural features (bends, narrow lanes) serving to encourage this speed. A possible next step would be to ask County Highways how to establish mean speeds on Westbury or Rodney or St Cuthbert Out backroads. 
12. Shamrock Stables Licensing and Lynch Lane foul water disposal. 

Mendip DC have provided the following advice regarding licensing of kennels and stables:
· Dogs Barking noise - residents need to raise a complaint directly with Mendip. It can't be done through the Parish Council for legal reasons (class action not possible in court). Residents will be asked to keep a record sheet log of the disturbances.

· Foul water discharge on highway - this eventually runs into a road drain in Lynch Lane. Foul water should be going into a sewer, not a road drain. Highways confirm they are responsible for the road drain, which Mendip DC Environmental Health should monitor.
· Boarding Kennels licencing - if any fees are paid to board dogs or any pets then there must be a licence with Mendip. Shamrock Stables have no licence for boarding or breeding dogs at present.

· Horse/Pony Riding lessons or hire or loan. If any  member of the public is using a horse/pony from any stable, then the stable must register with Mendip, and have insurance. 
It was resolved that the Parish Council should write to Mendip DC regarding licensing, noise disturbance, and foul water disposal.
It was resolved that the Parish Council should write to the District Councillor asking Mendip to take a holistic approach to issues which span multiple departments (Planning, Planning Enforcement, Licensing, Environmental Health and Safety).

13. Church Commissioners report on possible footpath WS13/1 diversion

The Parish Council has not as yet responded to the Church Commissioners’ proposal for a diversion for footpath WS13/1 (around the disused slurry pit which blocks the footpath).
The Parish Council is concerned by the ongoing risk which the disused slurry pit poses to people and animals. The Parish Council is investigating approximate costs for local contractors to fill in the slurry pit, and allow the footpath’s original course to be maintained. The Parish Council will respond to Strutt & Parker, the Church Commissioners’ agents, when approximate costs are obtained.
14. Memorial Bench Location

The proposed memorial bench to be located outside the village hall was agreed to be a village hall committee matter, not needing parish council input.

15. Website Report
It was reported that Tickbox Marketing have increased the email storage capacity for the parish council’s domain name, and have upgraded the PHP code used by Wordpress, within the Hosting agreement. 
It was resolved that the quote for £90 ex VAT to install a ‘subscription’ plug-in should be accepted. This will allow anyone to submit their email address to the website so as to receive email notifications whenever a new News Item (aka Posts) was published on the website.

16. Planning

Consultation Responses requested by Mendip District Council

2017/2542/TCA
Cross House, Crow Lane 
Tree Works (extension agreed) 

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

2017/1949/HSE
Fir Tree House, Back Lane , Rear and Side extension (re-consultation)

The Parish Council’s original response remains valid. 
2017/2593/TCA
Springfields, Station Road, Fell Silver Birch

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

The Parish Council thanked the applicant for their proposal to replace the felled tree with another more suitable for the location.
2017/2299/FUL
Shamrock Stables, Lynch Lane
Retention of Reception room

Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council resolved to Object to this application for the following material reasons:

· the application is incomplete: a new path, steps and hand posts have been created onto Lynch Lane at the same time as the stable conversion into a reception office, but they are not included in the 2017/2299/FUL application under section 6, which says that no new pedestrian highway access has been created.

· Section 11 'Foul Sewage' states that the foul sewage disposal is 'unknown'. Foul water is regularly discharged onto Lynch Lane, where it runs down the lane and eventually into the road drain above the junction with Slowland Lane. County Highways confirm that they own this drain, and that the disposal of foul water into it should be reported to Mendip DC Environmental Health, which the Parish Council has done. 

· Section 11 'Trade Effluent' says that no Trade Effluent needs to be disposed of. But see above comments on foul water discharge.

· The Mendip DC Local Plan Core Policy 1 says that 'Development in the open countryside will be strictly controlled...' with exceptions only allowed under Core Policy 4 ' Sustaining Rural Communities'. The reception/rest room does not support the local village community. The main source of rescue dogs is stated to be from Wales in the 'Dogs' Friends' annual Charity Commission report for 2016.   The Parish Council received three letters of complaint regarding this application (in spite of there being no notification of the application to neighbours other than the applicant) and a resident spoke at the parish council meeting of 25/10/17 in objection to the application. No support for the application is known of or has been received from the community. Regular complaints are received by the Parish Council regarding the noise of dogs barking. The development of the site as a dog rescue centre has hindered the local farming economy by making it impossible for farmers to hunt cattle down the lane past the stables, because of the dogs barking.

· the site is within the Mendip Hills AONB, and the development of the site as an unlicensed kennels and/or breeding facility would be contrary to Development Policy 8 'Environmental Protection' because of the noise levels and foul water discharge. DP8 also promotes 'public health and safety': there has been a conviction in recent years under the Dangerous Dogs Act following an attack on a member of the public by a dog from Shamrock Stables.
The Parish Council objects to this application for the above reasons.
2017/2679/TCA
The Old Vicarage, School Hill

tree works

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

2017/2636/TCA
Highbank, Lynch Lane

tree works

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

2017/2768/TCA
Kings Hay, Back Lane 

tree works

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

The Parish Council thanked the applicant for their proposal to replace the felled tree with an apple tree.

2017/2682/TCA
Chalcroft, Station Road 
tree works

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

The Parish Council suggests that the tree could be replaced with another more suitable for the location.

2017/2680/TCA
Langarth, Stoke Road

tree works

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

2017/2637/HSE
3 Bell Close, 
Side extension

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objection to this application.

The Parish Council requests that the roof lights are provided with blinds for use after dark, to prevent light pollution, in accordance with the Parish Council’s Dark Skies policy.
Mendip D.C. Decisions

2017/1658/HSE
4 Broadhay, Extension
Approved with conditions

2017/2190/LBC
Westbury House, Church Lane, Widen gateway, outbuildings work
Approved with Conditions

2017/2189/HSE
Westbury House, Church Lane, Widen gateway, outbuildings work
Approved with Conditions 

17. Finance
The Q2 Cash Statement was accepted.
A query about a £50 Receipt in 2016 was raised. (After the meeting it was established that this was a deposit on 19/10/16 for tent hire)


Payments approved
none
18. Correspondence & reports on Meetings Attended, including

1. Report to Somerset County Council on unauthorised car access at Westbury Beacon

2. RGPFT and use of a donated summerhouse as a field shelter

3. Thank you emails from RGPFT and the Community Shop for planned grants decisions

4. Kim Davey of SWAST confirmed that the defibrillator had been replaced following a warning light report

19. Notices

1. Somerset County Council – Footpath Diversion Confirmation of WS13/21 via Longlands Lane
2. CPRE AGM 12 October 2017
20. Items for next agenda
Cllr Bright requested that Truespeed (Fibre to the Door) internet connection should be on the agenda.
21. Dates of future meetings: 

29th November 2017 (Apologies Sue Reece)
3rd January 2018 
7th February 2018
7th March 2018 
4th April2018 
2nd May 2018
Signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
Signature................................................................Date..........................................................
0.0c



Clerk – Mark H. Smith
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Orchardside, Mares Lane, Westbury Sub Mendip, Wells BA5 1HX

Tel: 01749 871076 
Email parishclerk@westbury-sub-mendip.org.uk

