

Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council Annual Meeting

Wednesday 3rd July, 2019, 7.30pm

Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chair), Peter Bright, Marie Scriven, Sue Reece, Jo Tucker

In Attendance:  the Clerk Matthew Cheney

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Apologies for Absence
Ros Wyke


2. Declarations of interests and dispensations
None

3. Minutes
Resolved: Minutes of 8th May and 5th June meetings were agreed and signed as an accurate record.
4. Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor

Cllr Isherwood provided an update on behalf of Cllr Wyke who was not present:


Cllr Wyke has been active in resolving land and housing issues near Glastonbury, at land behind Tor Leisure Centre. There has been a shift in focus towards green issues at Mendip District Council. 


Mendip District Council reported an end of financial year 2018-19 surplus of £36k.


5.Clerk’s Report

Minutes of previous meeting:


Action: Clerk to send out the Declarations of Interests forms for the new Parish Council, and liaise with Councillors so that the forms can be sent to Mendip District Council as soon as possible.

Action: Clerk to complete tasks relating to end-of-financial year 2018-19 then liaise with Alison Cole to facilitate the audit process.

Clerk has collated finance documents for year 2018-19 both on the Cloud storage on the Parish Council laptop and hard copy documents, and has posted/ emailed to Alison Cole. Alison has been doing a very thorough job of examining the documents and spreadsheets.


Action: Clerk to email amended information requested by Alison Cole and further liaise with Alison, aiming to complete audit process by 12th July.

Action: Clerk to contact Mendip District Council Planning Enforcement team again, before the next Parish Council meeting, in relation to the planning application for Broadmead Quarry: Completed. See Planning Application submitted by the landowner.

Action: Clerk to raise issue of disposal of dog waste from these bins, to arrange regular collection by Mendip District Council


Clerk has contacted Mendip District Council again via the general contact form (rather than via a specific contact)


Action: Clerk to update the Council on progress with clarifying dog waste collection arrangements. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Wyke if the issue does not progress via the customer service contact form.

Action: Clerk to update the website with all recent agendas and minutes: Completed
Action: Clerk to submit the same comments as per the previous application, that the Parish Council is concerned that potential light pollution from this development needs to be addressed: Completed
Action: Clerk to request an update of the Lynchcombe Lane enforcement issue in early July: Completed. Awaiting a response from the relevant enforcement officer, who had allowed the resident at Lynchcombe Lane until late June to respond to a letter sent by the enforcement officer.
Action: Clerk to include summary of all correspondence within the next month within the agenda of next month's meeting: Completed.
Action: Clerk to prepare further guidance for Councillors, so that a decision can be reached on which of the options suggested by the insurance brokers (Came and Company) should be chosen: Completed, see finance section confirming renewal of insurance (agreed by Councillors via email discussion).
Action: Clerk and SI to liaise with Alison Coles to progress with audit of financial year 2018-19: The audit process is ongoing and is expected to be completed by 12th July.


Noticeboards: all the planned noticeboard refurbishment work has been completed by Lorraine Watkins without any charge to the Parish Council. The Council is very grateful for the superb refurbishment work.


Dog Bins: deferred until next meeting.


Email and website update: Through liaison with Tickbox Marketing, it seems that the temporary problem of emails being 'bounced' back from the Parish Council Roundcube email account was most likely due to the mailbox temporarily being full, rather than a virus or any other issue. Since the Clerk deleted various archive emails this issue seems to have been resolved.


Recruitment of new Clerk: Current Clerk to finish role on August 9th, and will aim to ensure that current meeting actions and other tasks are completed in the coming weeks. The Clerk explained that there had been challenges in working from his home in Bristol (rather than being based in the village) and also in working in this role alongside another part-time job. 


The Clerk role has been advertised on the Parish Council website and elsewhere with a closing date of 22 July

Actions not yet completed because of several days sickness absence and also prioritising other tasks, now aiming to complete imminently:

Action: Clerk to report Westbury Cross condition to local representatives of South West Heritage Trust (contact Bob Croft, Somerset County Council) by 5th July


Action: Clerk to respond to AutoSpeedWatch email requesting more information and details of pricing, and enquiring about levels of satisfaction with this scheme amongst other Parishes.

Action: Clerk to raise both road safety issues with Highways, Somerset County Council (see email from Amanda Bateman).


Action: Clerk to liaise with Colin Booth to agree a meeting where CB might present a report on footpaths issues.


Action: Clerk to ensure the contact list for participants in the Neighbourhood Planning Group is up-to-date.
6. Speed reduction measures for playing field area

Cllr Scriven reported that there had been some liaison between Jan Ward of the Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust and Rebecca Davis, Somerset County Council Traffic Engineering. Somerset County Council apparently have no objection to the introduction of playground warning signs and are open to further discussion with the Parish Council, but have not yet made a firm commitment to investing in speed reduction or other road safety measures at this location.

There was agreement that the Parish Council should continue to aim for the introduction of 20mph speed limits for all non main roads in the parish, as well as measures in the playing field area.
Action: Clerk to request copy of survey carried out by Rodney Stoke Parish Council which had apparently been useful in successfully lobbying for speed reduction measures.
7. Creating extra parking in Stoneleigh

There was discussion about the potential for extra parking spaces to be created via the conversion of a grassy area in Stoneleigh. Ownership of this area would need to be clarified before further progressing with this idea.
Action: Cllr Scriven to liaise with Amanda Bateman ( formerly a parish councillor and a local resident with an interest in this issue) and aim to survey local residents through a questionnaire.

Action: Cllr Bright to provide a copy of the Parish map 

      8. Interpretation Panel refurbishment

      Action from previous meeting not yet completed, Cllr Isherwood to aim to take this forward imminently:
Action: SI to contact Mark Nottley to take forward the interpretation panel refurbishment
9. Planning
a) Neighbourhood Plan Update
Action from previous meeting: SI to liaise with Phil Harvey, of Burnham-on-Sea Neighbourhood Planning group, to invite him to attend a future Neighbourhood Planning Group meeting.
Cllr Isherwood contacted Burnham-on-Sea representative but his current availability does not coincide with planned dates of Neighbourhood Planning Group meetings.
Action: Clerk to continue to compile up-to-date mailing list of parishioners interested in the Neighbourhood Plan process.
SI to find dates in September that Burnham rep could manage and the doodle other NPG members.
b) Planning Applications to Consider

2019/0544/FUL Unit 17 & 18 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate Appeal Proposal: Affordable Prestige Cars, Unit 17:

Local residents reported that via conversations with the relevant planning officer at Mendip District Council, they are expecting an appeal to be lodged, following the refusal of the above planning permission. There was discussion of the continued issues relating to this business and the implications of an appeal on what action MDC Planning Enforcement might take.
Action: Clerk to write to MDC Planning Enforcement informing them that the various issues raised in the objection to the above application (opening seven days a week and outside of daily stipulated hours, noise disturbance and significant road safety issues) and to urge them to prioritise taking action, particularly with consideration of the road safety hazards.
2018/2774/FUL : Appeal Proposal: Proposed erection of a stand-alone residential annexe. Appeal Location: The Homestead Hannahs Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1JD Appellant: Mr & Mrs Hughes
Resolved: The Council retains its original position as outlined in the comment letter on the above application.
2019/1382/FUL : Proposal: Retention of quarry edge protection bund. Location: Land At 350749 150402 Westbury Drove Westbury Sub Mendip Wells Somerset Applicant: Mr Roland Alford Application Type: Full Application 
Action: Clerk to check end-of-consultation date and inform Councillors. SI to check Natural England latest advice.
2019/1481/TCA : Proposal: Reduce Lawson Cypress by 3m as it is shading neighbouring gardens. Location: Coombe Hay Farm Broadway Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells Somerset Applicant: Mr Jim Sealey Application Type: Works/Felling Trees in a CA 
Resolved: The Council has no objection to this application.
2019/1240/FUL : Proposal: The demolition of the existing dwelling to be replaced by 1on four bedroomed dwellinghouse. Location: The Chalet Stancombe Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HT Applicant: Christine Weddell Application Type: Full Application 
Resolved: The Council objects to this application, considering it an inappropriate site for the proposed residential dwelling, lying outside the village development envelope, and next to an industrial site. It also would constitute massive overdevelopment and consideration should be given to the planning history of this site, which has been long contested.
 2019/1194/FUL: Land South West Of Wyndwych Wells Road Rodney Stoke Cheddar Somerset: Proposal: Proposed demolition of 2no. agricultural buildings and replace with a new holiday let and improve access onto the A371 (Wells Road).
This application seems to have not yet been added to the MDC Planning webpages so could not be discussed.
Action: Clerk to request clarification on the status of this application from Cllr Wyke.
      2019/1036/HSE: Proposal: Conversion of existing garages, single storey extension and new loft dormer       

following demolition of front and rear porches and conservatory. Location: Hillview Lynch Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HW Applicant: Ms Louise Bold Application Type: Householder Application (deferred from June 2019 Parish Councl meeting.
Resolved: Comment to be made about measures to adhere to local Dark Skies Protection policy.
Action: Clerk to write planning letters reflecting the comments as above, by July 4th unless otherwise stated.
Mendip D.C. Decisions
2019/1310/NMA: Proposal: Application for a non-material amendment to permission 2018/2205/HSE for the addition of 2no. windows to the north west elevation. Location: Free Hill House Free Hill Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HR Parish: Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council DECISION: Approval 
10. Finance


a) Payments approved:
                Came and Company Insurance, 3 year quotation £377.44 (approved via email in June)


Clerk Salary and Expenses July 1st-Aug 9th:


Net Salary £278.78, Income Tax £69.70, Stationery and Postage £36.03

b) Other finance matters:
Audit update: As per notes above, process is ongoing and expected to be completed by 12th July

11. Monthly Correspondence:

Traffic Management, Somerset County Council: Re: Safety Measures near Playing Field

Westbury Village Hall, 23rd September to Friday 4th October

Mendip District Council, July Parish Bulletin

12. Notices:

Mendip District Council: Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places

Temporary Closure of Wells Road, WsM: Section 70m west of junction with Ford Lane for 1800 metres westwards, for renewal of water main, from 29th July for 36 days.

13. Items for next agenda: Parking in Stoneleigh, Interpretation Panel, Speed Reduction Measures, Dog bins, Bus Shelter, Potholes at Longdrove and Roughmoor Lane, Grit Bins
Action: Clerk to request that Cllr Wyke assists with locating the appropriate officer at MDC to assist with the bus shelter proposal.

Action: Cllr Scriven to report potholes to Somerset County Council Highways (Glastonbury Office)
14. Dates of future meetings (First Wednesdays of each month, Village Hall, 7:30pm unless otherwise stated).

3rd July


28th August


2nd October


13th November

8th January


6th February


4th March


1st April

Signature................................................................Date.................
0.1



Clerk – Mathew Cheney




14/02/2019 

87 Belmont Road, Bristol BS6 5AR


Tel: 


Email:  Clerk@westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk

