Westbury-sub-Mendip Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 3rd October, 2018, 7:30pm

Village Hall
DRAFT MINUTES

Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chairman), Peter Bright, Jo Tucker Ros Wyke, Marie Marshall

Apologies: Tony Shepherd, Sue Reece

In Attendance:  the Clerk Matthew Cheney
1) Apologies for Absence

Tony Shepherd, Sue Reece

2) Declarations of interests and dispensations

See separate record of declarations of interest.

3) Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 29th August 2018 were agreed to represent a correct record
4) Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor

No report nor apology received from Somerset County Councillor
Mendip District Councillor (RW) report: 
Mendip District Council has publicly stated its recent investments totalling £30m in five retail units.

External Advisers are currently involved in the potential move towards a Unitary Authority.

Somerset County Council are facing cuts of £22m this year: risk of a s114 (central government takes control of the council).

Government are reviewing dog licensing arrangements; relevant discussions taking place as draft policy is reviewed re:licensing charitable organisations. Mendip District Council have agreed to input into this review.

5) Clerk’s Report 
a) Noticeboard refurbishment/ replacement update: Clerk is continuing to liaise with PB to organise this.
Action: Clerk to continue to liaise with PB, and ask previous clerk MS for contacts, or potentially advertise online for a handyperson to repair noticeboards. Clerk/ PB to potentially take forward purchase of a replacement noticeboard if required after refurbishment of other noticeboards has taken place.

b) Defibrillator: Clerk is liaising with school/ PB/ electrician to organise fitting of Defibrillator.
Action: Clerk to organise fitting of Defibrillator to school wall.

c) Neighbourhood Plan: Clerk has been using contacts to seek a consultant to assist with the Neighbourhood Plan. Looking for someone to devise and carry out Housing Survey in the Parish (to provide evidence of residents' aspirations for housing design/ size/ materials and other considerations) and a motivational person to assist with relaunching the Neighbourhood Planning group.
Action: Clerk to continue to seek consultant(s) for Neighbourhood Plan related work

Action: Clerk to examine and confirm what budget is available within Parish funds for this purpose.

Action: Clerk to ask Mendip District Council what resources they can commit to assisting with the development of a Neighbourhood Plan (both financial and officer time).

d) Grasscutting: Contact forwarded by Wedmore Parish Clerk of reliable person for grasscutting and other minor maintenance work.
e) Website workshop: at Community Shop, 2.30pm 16th October. Has been advertised in PEW, and participants need to book by emailing or phoning Clerk. 
Action: Clerk to continue publicising the website workshop via social media and via local contacts.

f) Request from Somerset Waste Partnership: For Parish Council to assist with distribution of welcome packs for new residents (containing information on recycling/ refuse arrangements).
Action: Clerk to request 20 x Recycling Welcome Packs.
6) Temporary Closure of A371 between Rodney Stoke and Draycott – need for replacement bus service, and other issues relating to temporary road closure.

Water Board now want to go in after the gas works are completed, so the closure could run until March 2019.

Public Transport: Somerset County Council are insisting utilities companies pay for an interim shuttle bus service: information is now on the website:

https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west/news-and-service-updates/current-issues/a371-rodney-stoke-closure-126

Discussion over incorrect diversion signs being put up: RW advised local residents should contact her if there are issues and she will liaise.

7) Speed Indicator Device – Proposal to purchase device to be shared with Rodney Stoke and Cheddar Parish Councils.
Somerset County Council had lent out a SID in the past, but this has reached end of life and SCC are not replacing > above proposal as a solution.
Resolved: The Council agrees the principle of an SID being purchased and shared with Rodney Stoke and Cheddar Parish Councils.

Action: Clerk to email Rodney Stoke Clerk to notify of this decision and to update the Council on any potential costings.
8) Superfast Broadband – Truespeed
Meeting to take place at Village Hall, 7pm on Wednesday 10th October.

9) SALC Mendip Area Committee representative for Westbury-sub-Mendip Parish Council (see email of 4/6/18 from Simon Pritchard)


Resolved: SI to take on this role.

Action: Clerk to send next SALC Mendip Area Committee meeting date to SI.
10) Roads

erosion of the dotted white lines at the edge of the Mortar Pits. 


the sign for Roughmoor Lane has been completely overgrown.


gravelly pavements and road edges, including T-junctions need to be cleared regularly.


No specifc update on the above.


Temporary Closure of A371: as above.
11)Planning
Perch Hill Vineyard:
Proposal: Application to remove condition 5 (No Retail Sales) of planning approval 2013/0055 (Erection of a single storey agricultural storage building) to allow the sale of wine on site Location: Perch Hill Vineyard Top Road Westbury Sub Mendip Wells Somerset Applicant: Mr L Moore Application Type: Variation or Removal of Conditions
Cllr Ros Wyke left the room whilst this discussion took place.

Resolved: The Parish Council objects on the following grounds: a) Road safety (inappropriate and inaccessible location), b) Protecting the Community Village Shop (supporting a central hub for essential village retail and for social cohesion, rather than a geographically scattered village retail sector), c) Development does not lie within Parish Development Boundary.
Croft Lane Farm:
Proposal: Conversion and extension of barns to form No.5 dwellings, including removal of ancillary barns, associated structures and slurry lagoon. Location: Croft Lane Farm Croft Lane Westbury Sub Mendip Wells Somerset Applicant: Mr And Mrs B King Application Type: Full Application
Resolved: The Parish Council objects on the following grounds: a) Agricultural buildings and use of land for farming is still current and not 'redundant' as described. Existing use should be protected and buildings are in suitable condition for continuing current (farming) use. b) Road safety concerns: development would add subtantial traffic to a difficult-to-navigate road. c) (as per objections to previous application, which have not been satisfactorily addressed) Development would cause light pollution in a designated Dark Skies area and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. d) Development does not lie within Parish Development Boundary.
Free Hill House:
Proposal: Replacement of existing flat car port roof with a pitched roof. Location: Free Hill House Free Hill Westbury Sub Mendip Wells BA5 1HR Applicant: Mr Andrew Buchanan Application Type: Householder Application

Paperwork had not been circulated to councillors for previous meeting. A position was not reached by the council during the meeting.
Action: Councillors to further consider the Free Hill House Planning Application and make comments via email, to be noted and submitted by the Parish Clerk.

Action: Parish Clerk to seek an extension of several days from Mendip District Council to allow sufficient time to draft responses to the above three applications.

Action: Clerk to draft response letters based on the above, for checking by the Chair and then Clerk to send letters to Mendip District Council Development Management Team.
12) Finance
Payments to approve
Village Hall Meeting Rental Apr-Jul 2018: tbc

Clerk July-Sep salary: Total tbc

Clerk Training course: £340
Resolved: Council authorise and Clerk to arrange the above payments.
13) Correspondence & reports on Meetings Attended, including

Public Nuisance Issues:  Update at next meeting.

14) Notices

Sedgemoor Local Plan Consultation: As above


A371 Closure: As above

15) Items for next agenda

Public Nuisance and Enforcement Issues, Noticeboards, Grants, Parish Precept, Invite Footpaths Officer for update.

16)Dates of future meetings (Wednesdays, Village Hall, 7:30pm unless otherwise stated): 


7 November 2018


2 January 2019 


6 February 2019


6 March 2019


3 April2019


8 May 2019 (6:00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting)
Signature…………………………………………………….      Date.................
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Clerk – Matthew Cheney




16/08/2018 


Email clerk@westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk

