
Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 11th July, 2018, 7:30pm

Village Hall
Present: Cllrs Sue Isherwood (Chairman), Peter Bright, Jo Tucker 

In Attendance:  the Clerk Matthew Cheney

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Ros Wyke, Sue Reece, Tony Shepherd, Marie Marshall

2. Declarations of interests and dispensations
1. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
2. To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests, personal interests or personal and prejudicial interests (if any)

3. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
3. Minutes
Resolved: the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on the 30th May 2018 and 13th June 2018 were signed as a correct record.
4. Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor
Neither report received.
Action: Clerk to request update on movement towards a Unitary County. 

5. Clerk’s Report 
Councillors welcomed new Parish Clerk, Matthew Cheney, who started role on July 1st 2018.

No Clerk’s Report from new Clerk yet.

Receipt of recent letter to MP has been acknowledged.
Action: Clerk to progress with correspondence with MP
Re: Events taking place on private land: Guy at Courthouse Farm is concerned his liability insurance would not cover public events.
Actions: Cllr Sue Isherwood to discuss insurance issue with Guy, then Clerk to discuss with insurers.

Parish Council Marquee hire: 
Action: Second key to the container at the playing field be given to Cllr Sue Isherwood.

Resolved: Charge for Marquee hire to remain at £25 per hire, with hirer liable for insurance.

Parish Council will renew subscription to Community Council for Somerset. Village Hall is not 
renewing because of price rise.
Ongoing Actions: Clerk to chase MDC re: litter bins, various issues with roads, discussion of 20mph limit and update at next meeting.
Discussion of noticeboard refurbishment: One might be able to be refurbished, others most likely better to replace.
Action: Clerk to research options on Noticeboard refurbishment/ replacement and update at next meeting.
6. Superfast Broadband – Truespeed
Truespeed were invited to attend meeting, perhaps due to personnel changes, no recent response from Truespeed.

Superfast Broadband scheme for WSM would need 1/3 of all villagers to sign up, current interest is about 1/6. Hall and School would get free provision as part of package.

Truespeed are a small company working locally, based in Norton-St-Phillip
Action: Clerk to ask Truespeed if they are still interested/ able to provide this service and invite to next meeting. Superfast Broadband to stay on agenda for future meetings.
7. SALC Mendip Area Committee representative for Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council (see email of 4/6/18 from Simon Pritchard)

SALC are looking for Parish Council representatives.
Action: Clerk to include on next agenda and forward the email to Cllrs.
8. Roads
1. erosion of the dotted white lines at the edge of the Mortar Pits: some action apparently has been taken.

2. the sign for Roughmoor Lane has been completely overgrown: not yet resolved, due to be resolved later this year.

3. gravelly pavements and road edges, including T-junctions need to be cleared regularly: Possible impact of funding cuts, but causing significant road safety issues.
Action: Clerk to retrieve information re: the above three issues and update at next meeting. 

9. Planning
No matters to discuss.

10. Finance

Payments to approve: none.

Transfer of bank account to new Parish Clerk is in process.


Action: Clerk to confirm bank account transfer has been completed.

11. Correspondence & reports on Meetings Attended, including

1. Clutton Contracts for walling repairs
Action: Clerk to follow up and update at next meeting.
2. Crow Lane Gulley, report of debris blocking gulley to County Highways. Their response: "the area to which you have referred to in Crow Lane does not form part of the publicly maintainable highway. It would appear to be private  with a foot right of way over it from Sunnyside Northwards. The responsibility for the maintenance of ditches, watercourses etc. would rest with the riparian owner. Usually this is the adjoining landowner.  The open concrete channel further down Crow lane will be inspected and any safety defects identified will be actioned as necessary. Ref 527622": It is clear the responsibility does not rest with the Parish Council.

3. SCC Highways have acknowledged that they will inspect the road markings (or lack of) at the Roughmoor Lane junction with the A371:  New building at corner of Roughmoor Lane needs to completed before this can progress.

12. Notices
1. Chairman’s Awards for Service to the Community 2018, nominations invitation
Actions: Cllrs to make nominations for the above, Clerk to check closing date.
2. Somerset Rivers Authority 2017/18 Year End Report: dredging is due to go ahead. Report is available on website.

13. Items for next agenda: Roads, dog bins, issues with parking by Westbury Inn, Footpaths Officer issues, undesignated Rights Of Way, Courthouse Farm Right of Way issue, Public Nuisance Issues.
14. Future meeting dates: 
NB ‘September’ meeting has been moved to Wednesday August 29th.

29 August 2018

3 October 2018

7 November 2018

2 January 2019 

6 February 2019

6 March 2019

3 April2019

8 May 2019 (6:00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting)
Action: Cllr Peter Bright to send above dates to PEW.
Signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 

Signature................................................................Date.................
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Clerk – Matthew Cheney




16/08/2018 


Email clerk@westburysubmendip-pc.gov.uk

