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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom 
Wednesday 6th January 2021 

 
Present Sue Isherwood, Chair  Ros Wyke, Deputy Chair 

Sue Reece, Councillor  Jo Tucker, Councillor  
Buffy Fletcher, Councillor John Millbank, Councillor 
Guy Timson Councillor 

In attendance: Sam Peake, temporary clerk and Mark Smith, Website administrator 
 
20/66 Apologies for Absence 
 None   
20/67a  Declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 

Cllr Wyke, as a Member involved in the consideration and determination of planning 
applications by Mendip District Council, declares that the views expressed by her at Parish 
Council meetings on any particular proposal are based on the evidence available to her at the 
time, and is provisional only. Cllr Wyke will not be bound by any recommendation made by 
the Parish Council on any proposal, and will consider any matter afresh in connection with 
any application which comes before her in her capacity as a Member of Mendip District 
Council, taking all further evidence into account 
 
Cllr Reece on personal interest in items 20/76 c(iii) and (iv)  
Cllr Timson on personal and prejudicial interest in grant application item 20/82 

20/67b  Written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests, personal 
interests or personal and prejudicial interests. 
None 

20/67c  Other requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

20/68  Minutes 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2nd December 2020 were 
approved to be signed by the Chairman 

20/69  Website update 
Mark Smith, Website Manager, presented a website report summarising work carried out.  
Mark is looking into investigating a Tickbox update on the website for Clubs and Societies and 
asked council if it is worth looking into in principle.  Council agreed for Mark to explore this 
option further. 

20/70 Footpaths report  
 a. General Report 

 No updates to report 
 b. Court House Farm footpath 

SCC footpath manager had indicated that a stile will be inserted into the illegal stock 
fence on the footpath but no time limit stated.  Way mark posts have been installed in 
the large field by the Parish footpath officer. Another footpath has been identified 
which is not marked.  It was suggested that this should be registered if appropriate. 
Some documentation is probably in the archives in Taunton. The Chair will inform the 
footpaths officer. 

20/71 Emergency Planning Group Update 
An update had been circulated. The work is ongoing with updating noticeboards, answering 
questions, supporting and liaising with the shop, circulating information and the role of the 
EPG needs to be reduced as the pandemic eases.  The Council should consider a Parish 
wide newsletter going forward. 

20/72  Update on impact of Coronavirus pandemic on Parish Council business 
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Tree group are unable to plant the trees that have been supplied due to lockdown.  Cllr 
Fletcher will update as necessary.  Stakes hopefully can be put in the ground and people can 
independently plant the trees.   
Village Hall is closed and cleaner furloughed. The Chair of the Village Hall trustees is keeping 
an eye on the hall. 
Village shop is short of help as volunteers are shielding but will continue to provide the home 
delivery service 
Helplines re-advertised. 
MUGA shut up and locked as per lockdown rules  

20/73  Reports from the Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor 
 Nothing from the SCC councillor 

Cllr Wyke reported confusion with business grants which are an important lifeline for 
businesses in Mendip 
Constraints on phosphates issues but planning going ahead 
Connecting Devon and Somerset is moving ahead with Somerset on its third procurement.  
Truespeed has been awarded the Cheddar area contract and there are grants for free 
installation with details on the Truespeed website 
Rough sleepers and homelessness continue to be an issue of concern and Mendip have 
supplied mobile phones, attempted to get people into shelter and so on.  There are also the 
“hidden” homeless e.g people sleeping on sofas who can be hard to reach. 
Food banks continue to carry out works. 
Mass vaccinations are being organised. 
Somerset County Council members want CC elections pushed back for a year but the PCC 
election should go ahead.  

20/74 Clerk Report 
 Clerk had nothing to raise 
20/75 To consider and approve the budget for 2021-22 
 Acting clerk suggested that the website might be looked at and Mark will be contacted for his 

opinion.  
 Resolved: To increase the Precept to £9996.00 which is a 5% increase with the shortfall of 

£2462 in the budget agreed at £12,458.00 to be taken out of general reserves 
20/76 Planning 

a Planning Applications to be considered: 
2020/2305/TCA: Outline application with all matter reserved for the erection of a 
dwelling house at Spring Farmhouse, Wells Road, BS5 1EX 
Discussion of this application included concerns on the visibility for vehicles entering and 
exiting the site, that the outline application is so vague that there is not sufficient information 
with which to make an informed decision and concern around the removal of the wall affecting 
the street scene. Meeting also noted that the council would normally encourage the building 
of a smaller property. 
Resolved: Members noted the limited information in this application and whilst accepting the 
principle of this proposal, members will reserve comment until the full application is submitted.  
There are concerns about visibility splay for the vehicular access to a single track road and 
the dimensions of the building are not clear. 
2020/2520/TCA: Fell Cherry at Green Bank, Stoke Road 
Members had no objections to this application.  There was discussion as to how best to 
request replacement of trees  
b  Mendip District Council Decisions: 

2020/2142/TCA Players House, Wells Road Granted permission 

2020/2242/TCA Free Hill Cottage, Free Hill  Granted permission 

2020/2310/TCA Willows, Back Lane Granted permission 

2020/2349/TCA Denver House, Old Ditch Granted Permission 

2020/2192/HSE,Quarry House Granted Permission 

2020/2191/HCA The Dairy, Wells Road Granted Permission 

 c  For general consideration/monitoring: 
i) 2019/1549/FUL Agricultural Buildings, Top Road, no developments but to monitor 
ii) 2019/2336/FUL Shamrock Stables 
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There had been an incident which has been reported to Mendip.  The Community Protection 
Order issued by Mendip has expired 
iii) Land at Lynchcombe Lane, unauthorised occupancy and any developments.  
No current developments 
iv) Shepherd’s Hut and other camping installations in field at top of Lynchcombe Lane. 
No current developments 
(v)Felling of Holm Oaks contrary to refusal of planning permission 

20/77  Finance 
a  Payments to Note 
The following payment from the coronavirus emergency fund to be noted: 

•  Sam Peake, Zoom subscription (November) £14.39 

• Tree Council invoices from Perrie Hale Nursey: £724.96 
b  Payments to Approve 

• Sam Peake, temporary clerk wages: £277.00 

• Mark Smith website management: £191.34 
c  To note and discuss account balances as at 31/12/20: 
• Treasurer’s Account £500.00 
• Business Bank Account £19694.08 

20/78 To agree Financial Regulations 
 Resolved: To agree the Financial Regulations as produced with agreed paragraphs removed  
20/79 To consider bids for the Climate Change Emergency fund 

Two to be considered from the Tree Group and the Village Hall.  Acting Clerk advised without 
General Power of Competence, the tree bid would not be possible as the PC does not have 
the power to spend on such items.  The Village Hall Trustees are getting two quotes for 
storage battery of around  £8,000 and solar panels at £6563  
Resolved: To put forward to the Climate Change Emergency Fund the portmanteau bid put 
together by the Chair 

20/80 To discuss who is to represent WSM PC for the St Cuthbert out initiative regarding 
Unitary authority proposals  
Meetings on 26th and 27th of January being held.   
Resolved: for Cllr Wyke ( 27th ), Cllr Isherwood(27th) and Cllr Fletcher(27th) to represent 
Westbury-sub-Mendip regarding this initiative 

20/81  Green policies 
Members noted concerns regarding Christmas lights and outside lights contravening the dark 
skies policy. Chair will outline the policy in the next newsletter and photos to be taken 

20/82  To approve the requests for grant for the following: 
Cllr Timson outlined the finances of the RGPT. Other funds have been applied for but have 
not been successful. Funding streams have also dried up due to the pandemic including 
Glastonbury stewarding. Projected fall in income is £4,000.  
Cllr Timson then took no part in the discussion. 
Members noted that the PC is Custodian Trustee of the trust and should support the bid,  
however it should be made extremely clear to the wider community the need for this grant and 
how much volunteer time and commitment is spent on the playing fields. 
Members noted that the grant is over the normal grant budget but it can be taken out of 
project reserves. 
Resolved: To approve the request for a grant of £2207.70 to the Robert Glanville Playing 
Fields Trust 

20/83 Notices 
 There were none 
20/84  Items for Next Agenda 

• To discuss upgrading of website for clubs and societies 

• To discuss a Parish wide newsletter 

• Speed limits on side roads 
20/85  Date of next meeting –  

Wednesday 3rd February 2021 @ 7.30 p.m. as a virtual meeting via online conferencing 
facilities. 

 
 Meeting was closed at 10.12 p.m. 
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