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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom 
Wednesday 2nd December 2020 

 
Present  Sue Isherwood, Chair Ros Wyke, Deputy Chair 

Sue Reece, Councillor Jo Tucker, Councillor  
Buffy Fletcher, Councillor 

In attendance: Sam Peake, temporary clerk and Mark Smith, Website administrator 
 
Cllr Gladman from Rodney Stoke and Draycott Parish Council kindly spoke regarding the experience 
of using SIDs. The following points were made: locations have to be nominated and approved by SCC 
and cannot be changed, poles have to be metal, SID can be only be purchased once SCC and PC have 
the Service Level Agreement, battery powered easier to move around than solar powered, the  
Elancity  SID  records both coming and going away, SID on a two week turnaround with one week in 
“secret” mode where it doesn’t flash but still records, Road Authorisation course at around £700.00 
has to be undertaken in order to work on the Highway.  Data collection downloaded to a phone then 
onto computer onto PC then onto the PCSO and then to police for action to be taken. The data does 
not capture the vehicle registration.   
Cllr Gladman  responded to questions and was thanked for his time. 
 
20/44.  Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Timson 
20/45a  Declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 

Cllr Wyke, as a Member involved in the consideration and determination of planning 
applications by Mendip District Council, declares that the views expressed by her at Parish 
Council meetings on any particular proposal are based on the evidence available to her at 
the time, and is provisional only. Cllr Wyke will not be bound by any recommendation made 
by the Parish Council on any proposal, and will consider any matter afresh in connection 
with any application which comes before her in her capacity as a Member of Mendip District 
Council, taking all further evidence into account 
 
Cllr Reece on item no 20/54 c(iii) and (iv) 

20/45b  Written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests, personal interests 
or personal and prejudicial interests. 
None 

20/45c  Other requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

20/46  Minutes 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4th November 2020 were 
approved to be signed by the Chairman 

20/47  Website update 
Mark Smith, Website Manager, presented a website report summarising work carried out.  
Zoom account still not sorted out yet. Clerk will look into paying via paypal 

20/48 Footpaths report  
 a. General Report 
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Sue I, Mick Fletcher and Rachel Hewson had met with surrounding parishes and Mendip 
footpath officers. The summary report had been sent round and a follow up meeting is 
scheduled for next Monday. Cllr Isherwood acknowledged that Mendip have taken an 
interest in the local footpaths.   

 b. Court House Farm footpath 
The illegal fence has been reported to SCC and has now been inspected with hopefully a 
solution found    

20/49  Emergency Planning Group Update 
Cllr Reece provided a report on latest developments. The EPG have been fielding a lot of 
questions 
Cllr Reece thanked Sue and Roz for their letters which have been welcomed by the 
community.   

20/50  Update on impact of Coronavirus pandemic on Parish Council business 
Village Hall will be open in a limited way. Exercise groups will not using it until after 
Christmas.  Hall is being cleaned after each use, there is a one way system and sanitiser is 
being used. Shop continues to run as it has been. 

20/51  Reports from the Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillor 
Cllr Noel had provided an update via e-mail. 
Cllr Wyke reported the following: Stronger Somerset will be ready for submission to the 
Minister on 9th December and there has been a poll which came out very strongly as pro 
Stronger Somerset over One Somerset. MDC business grants have been issued and there are 
discretionary grants available.  There is an initiative to improve heating in the home and 
there are grants available for tree planting. There is help for people with Covid-19 and issues 
around self isolation and people should be encouraged to ask for help. Markets in all the 
towns are open. App to be launched to encourage people to shop local.  MDC is looking at 
how to support roll out of vaccinations across the county and more information will be 
forthcoming. Cllr Wyke is producing a weekly newspaper article. 

20/52 Clerk Report 
 A complaint had come in from Hollybrook regarding the state of the road to be passed to 

SCC Highways. 
Stile blocked by fencing from Shamrock Stables but MDC think that the replacement wooden 
stile is sufficient replacement 
Defibrillator has broken a couple of times and SWAST suggested it may need to be moved. 

20/53 To consider and approve the budget for 2021-22 
 Clerk to re-send past budget details and budget to be approved at January meeting 
20/54 Planning 

a Planning Applications to be considered: 
2020/2191/HSE: Erection of first floor extension and balcony at rear of property at The 
Dairy, Wells Road, WSM 
Resolved: No objection 
2020/2243/HSE: Rear extension and loft conversion at 6 Bell Close, WSM BA5 1EF 
Resolved: To object on the following grounds: 

• Loss of neighbour amenity/ loss of privacy as balcony overlooks the neighbour                                           

• The amount of glass used in the application is contrary to the Dark Skies village 
policy 

2020/2310/TCA: Fell weeping willow and pine at Willows, Back Lane 
Resolved: No objections but with the condition that the trees should be replaced with 
suitable native species 
2020/2247/HSE: Erection of a single storey extension to front of house. Demolition of side 
porch and erection of single storey extension at Langdale Roughmoor Lane, WSM 
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Resolved:. To object on the grounds that the site is visible from Moors contrary to the AONB 
policy of dark skies. If the application was resubmitted with something more appropriate the 
application could be reviewed. The Apex design is difficult to curtain leading to light 
pollution. 
2020/2349/TCA: reduce ash by 30% at Denver House, Old Ditch WSM BS5 1HN 
Resolved: No objections 
2020/2192/HSE: Erection of single storey side extension and shed at front of house at 
Quarry House, Wells Road, WSM BS5 1EX 
Resolved:  No objections 
2020/2242/HSE: holly crown reduce and bay crown and reduce remove one trunk to aid 
height restriction and reduce spread at Free Hill House, BA5 1HR 
2020/2243/TCA: Fell Fir at Free Hill House, Free Hill, BA5 1HR 
Resolved: No objections 
b  Mendip District Council Decisions: 
2020/1773/APP: Ash Tree Farm, Old Ditch, WSM granted permission 
2020/1737/Ful: Land at 349142 149302, Wells Road, RS granted permission.  Members 
noted that conditions put on reflected the comments of the Parish Council   
 c  For general consideration/monitoring: 
i) 2019/1549/FUL Agricultural Buildings, Top Road, no developments but to monitor 
ii) 2019/2336/FUL Shamrock Stables.  Records are being kept regarding problems and MDC 
has been contacted.  
Meeting noted that an appeal has gone to the Planning Inspectorate. Cllr Isherwood in 
conjunction with Clerk to make further representations and to copy MDC planning of any 
further comments. Any more recent issues to be advised to Cllr Isherwood 
iii) Land at Lynchcombe Lane, unauthorised occupancy and any developments.  
No further action to be taken on this given the current circumstances for the occupant in the 
pandemic. 
iv) Shepherd’s Hut and other camping installations in field at top of Lynchcombe Lane. 
(v)Felling of Holm Oaks contrary to refusal of planning permission,  
Meeting noted that the applicant has explained that he had objected to the MDC decision 
but had not received a response to his objection in six weeks but had not received any 
further communication so the assumption was to carry out the works 

20/55  Finance 
a  Payments to Note 
The following payment from the coronavirus emergency fund to be noted: 
• Sam Peake, Zoom subscription (November) £14.39 
b  Payments to Approve 
Sam Peake, temporary clerk wages: £587.24 
c  To note and discuss account balances as at 30/11/20: 
• Treasurer’s Account £3557.09 
• Business Bank Account £20503.41 

20/56 To agree Financial Regulations 
 Clerk to produce more up to date regulations. 
20/57  Green Policies 
 a. Ash dieback and the need to consult landowners on their responsibilities 

Question and Answer document on ash die back was very informative.  No response 
from the County Council on how to inform landowners of dangerous trees.  If 
dangerous on the public highway it is County Roads. Clerk will report or ask people 
that identify the problems to use SCC website 

b. To consider the status of the Westbury-sub-Mendip tree group  
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 Resolved: Tree group will feed into the Parish Council with reports  
20/58  To consider the 20 mph signs for minor roads 

SCC highways have responded advising that the Parish is unable to have 20 mph signs for all 
sorts of reasons but mainly that the police could not enforce it. The PC could consider trying 
again when new PCC begins office.  Priddy have designed posters which are thought to be 
effective.  Cllr Tuckerr to approach the school to design posters to drive safely in the Village. 
Clerk to ask other villages if they have done this. 
Silhouettes were suggested.  
It was confirmed that 20 mph signs will be placed on the main road at school start and finish 
times. 

20/59  To consider providing a Speed Indicator Device 
It was suggested to share a SID with other councils or to rent. It was noted that a volunteer 
would be needed to go on the course to obtain the Roadway Authorisation qualification 
Resolved: Cllr Isherwood to speak to Jim Reeves at Easton and the Clerk at Wookey with a 
view to sharing a SID 

20/60 To approve the requests for grants for the following: 
Deferred to next time.  Clerk pointed out that the grant budget has already been spent but 
some money can be carried forward and there is money in reserves. 

20/61 To consider bids for the Climate Emergency Fund 
Initial costings for solar panels are £6,500 and £8,000.00 for a battery for power for the 
Village Hall.   
£700.00 for a polytunnel was suggested. 
Applications have to be in just after the next council meeting. Cllr Isherwood will work on 
potential bids. 

20/62 To consider membership of the St Cuthbert without Parish Council regarding Unitary 
authority proposals 

 Resolved: To join the group 
20/63 Notices 
 None 
20/64  Items for Next Agenda 
 Annual budget 

Grant for Playing Fields Trust 
Grant applications for the Climate Change Emergency Fund 

20/65  Date of next meeting –  
Wednesday 6th January 2020 @ 7.30 p.m. as a virtual meeting via online conferencing 
facilities. 

 
 Meeting was closed at 22.06 
 
 
 


