14 [image: image1]The footpath may not be readily apparent at this point.  Using the diagram reproduced on the right, having climbed over the stile ((), follow the footpath across the field towards a wooden stile located in the opposite hedgerow (().  This stile is located more or less halfway between the farm buildings you can see just off to the left (() and the post and rail fence you can see just off to your right (().                                              1.55 miles
15 Climb over the wooden stile ((), cross the bridge across the Holly brook and then climb over the second wooden stile on the other side of the bridge (().  There are now two footpaths.  Bear right and take the footpath that runs across to the right of the group of trees located inside the field (().  
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Continuing past a second group of trees on your left-hand side ((), head for the wooden stile in the hedgerow in front of you (().
1.68 miles
16 Go across the stile, turn sharp left and then immediately right to join the metalled footpath, Perch Hill (unmarked), which you follow until you reach a road junction.  
1.81 miles
17 At the road junction, turn left and continue down Perch Hill (unmarked).


[image: image2]
At the bottom of the hill, continue forward, and slightly right, into Top Road (unmarked)
1.92 miles
18 After about 60 metres, look out for the footpath sign and stone stile on your left in front of the property called ‘Plowman’s Corner’.
1.96 miles
19 Climb over the stone stile and follow the metalled footpath down to Crow Lane (unmarked).  Follow Crow Lane as it swings right and, at the end, you will see the Village Cross in front of you.
2.10 miles
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      PLEASE FOLLOW THE COUNTRY CODE

· Leave all gates as found

· Keep to the public footpaths

· Use gates and stiles to cross boundaries

· Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone

· Keep dogs under control

· Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work

· Leave only your footprints

( Westbury Society 2012
(5:04/16)
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WESTBURY WALKS 
8: HOLLYBROOK
This short circular walk of just over 2 miles starts at the Village Cross, takes you through one of the oldest parts of the village along Old Ditch and then contours around the base of the hills as far as the renovated shepherd’s barn at the bottom of Lynch Combe.  The walk then descends towards Hollybrook Farm, before returning to finish at the Village Cross.  
The walk is mostly over paved roads and easy grassland terrain and can be completed in around 1 hour.  There are a few gates and stiles to negotiate and it is possible you may encounter the occasional electric stock control fence.


Underfoot conditions (if wet):  Moderate to good; it can be muddy in places, especially near Hollybrook.
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Scarecrow; The Leat
1
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 Contains Ordnance Survey data ( Crown copyright and database right 2011
1 Starting from the Village Cross, walk up School Hill until you reach The Square.
0.09 miles 

2 Keeping The Square on your right-hand side, continue straight ahead into Old Ditch (unmarked).
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Follow the road as it winds its way slowly uphill and continue until you reach the first road on your right, Drappel Lane.
0.37 miles
3 Turn right and walk along Drappel Lane.
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Continue to the end of Drappel Lane.
0.59 miles

4 Turn left into Kites Croft and climb up the hill until you reach the first road on your right, Mares Lane.


0.65 miles
2

5 Turn right and walk along Mares Lane.  
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Continue along the road until you reach the Public Footpath fingerpost to the right of the metal gate at the end of Mares Lane.
0.72 miles
6 Go through the metal gate and then follow the footpath that runs alongside the right-hand field boundary.
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Continue along the footpath until you reach a metal kissing gate.
0.85 miles
7 Go through the kissing gate and then follow the footpath that runs alongside the split post and rail fence on your right-hand side.
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Continue along the footpath until you reach the next metal kissing gate.
0.90 miles
8 Go through the kissing gate.
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Turn right and follow the track down the hill until you reach the metal gate at the bottom of the field.  Go through the gate and out into Lynchcombe Lane (unmarked).
0.98 miles

9 Turn left and walk up to the end of Lynchcombe Lane.
1.02 miles
10 Continue straight ahead and follow the stony track as it heads uphill.  Where the track appears to split, bear left and continue between the hedgerows until you reach a double gate.
1.20 miles
11 Go through the right-hand footpath gate into the Lynchcombe Nature Reserve and then go through the adjacent metal gate immediately on your right-hand side.  Follow the short path that runs in front of the renovated shepherd’s barn that is now used as a holiday cottage and walk across to the wooden gate.  Go through the gate.
1.21 miles
12 Turn left and follow the footpath, initially down the middle of the valley in front of you.
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Where the valley opens out into the field, follow the footpath that initially runs just below the tree-lined field boundary now on your left-hand side, before angling towards the right-hand end of the hedgerow that cuts into the field ahead of you.  At this point, the footpath bears slightly left and follows the left-hand field boundary until you reach a small metal gate near the bottom left-hand corner of the field.
1.47 miles
13 Climb over or go through the gate and follow the path down to a wooden bridge.  Head across the bridge.
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Continue across the bridge and climb over the wooden stile. 
1.48 miles
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3
The field you are now crossing is called Hollybrook.  During WWII the Home Guard had a post just over the brow of the hill now off to your left.  Taking advantage of the lie of the land, their armaments practice took place on this side of the field.





Perch Hill used to be known as Chapel Hill.





The area of the walk is covered in detail by Ordnance Survey Explorer( 141 ‘Cheddar Gorge & Mendip Hills West’ and by the British Geological Survey Geological Map sheet 280 ‘Western Mendip’.





Look out for the scarecrow attached to the shed in the garden of The Leat





The name Drappel is a derivation of the words ‘drop well’.  Despite this, the well situated in the left-hand wall just beyond Stream Farm is not a drop well but is a fine example of a dipping well.  Note also the tufa that has formed below the well from the calcite deposits within the ground water.





The final field on your left-hand side at the end of Drappel Lane is named ‘The Oare’.  Oare means slope and this field contains the remains of medieval strip farming.  The contours of the strips can still be made out and run roughly parallel to Drappel Lane.  The length of a strip was known as a furlong, a derivation from the words ‘furrow’ and ‘long’; it originally meant the length of a furrow ploughed by a team of oxen before resting and turning the plough.  Although notionally 40 perches long (or 220 yards), in reality the length of the furlong would have been affected by such factors as the nature of the soil and the shape of the field.  Strips were usually around 2 perches wide (11 yards; about 10 metres).





If the weather is clear, take time to admire the views across the Levels off to the right-hand side.





The Tithe Map of 1838 shows that the bottom part of the field you are now in was divided into three separate fields.  The one nearest the metal gate and the middle field were called ‘Mares’; the one nearest to the wooden stile at the far end of the current field was called ‘Mares’, ‘Meares’ or ‘Claylands.’  We do not know the derivation of the word ‘Mares’ but it could possibly have its origin in the old English word ‘mǽre’ which meant a boundary or border.





On the Tithe Map of 1838 this field was also called ‘Mares’, ‘Meares’ or ‘Claylands’.





Note the remains of the old apple orchard off to your left.  On the Tithe Map of 1838, this field was called ‘Maish’.  It is quite possible that this may have been a corruption of the word ‘Mares’.





The Tithe Map of 1838 shows that different areas of this field had three different names.  The area below the shepherd’s barn that borders the green lane was called ‘Broadstones’, probably referring to the large, flat stones that outcrop at the top of the field.  Lower down the hill, off to your right, the area was called ‘Lower Broadstones’, whilst the footpath runs mainly across an area called ‘Lynchcombe’.





When you are crossing the wooden bridge, if you look through the trees on your right-hand side, you may be able to make out where the Holly brook emerges from the ground.  This spring rarely, if ever, dries up.





On the Tithe Map of 1838 this unusually-shaped field was called ‘Wills’.  Rather than being a reference to a specific person, it is thought that this name would have been used descriptively, possibly referring to the presence of willows around the Holly brook.








